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Abstract: Political stability is a prerequisite for a country's development and economic 
growth. Because foreign investment depends on political stability, if foreign investment 
increases, the country concerned will naturally develop. Political instability has harmed 
the country's overall development, imports and exports, and retailers. But a country's or 
a village’s development depends on political stability and other factors that hurt 
development. This paper has investigated the root factors of underdevelopment even in 
stable political environments in two selected villages, namely Barahangina and 
Talukpara of Cumilla district. A mixed method, especially in-depth interviews, FGD, 
case studies, and surveys, was used to collect data. This study proposed that to develop 
the selected village, it is necessary to increase the rate of higher education along with the 
goodwill of the political leaders otherwise, the overall development of the village will not 
be possible. So, it is hoped that this research will play a significant role. 
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1. Introduction 
Since political stability differs from culture to culture and occasionally 
even within the same one, researchers cannot come to a consensus on a 
fundamental definition. The general definition of political stability is based 
on the stability of the political regime and the government on the one hand 
and the stability of internal legal systems and external stability (the lack of 
external threats to the country's stability) on the other (Masry, 2015). 
There is a strong correlation between political stability, economic 
progress, and overall development. On the one hand, the uncertainty 
brought on by a shaky political climate can impede investment and 
economic expansion. Furthermore, weak economic performance can 
result in political instability and the fall of governments. All nations should 
strive to maintain a stable political environment to thrive economically, 
and we occasionally experienced political turmoil in Bangladesh 
(Chawdhury, 2016). Bangladesh is a developing nation with lots of room 
to grow economically. Significant factors include political instability, 
political crime, law and order issues, human rights violations, and poor 
governance, which impede economic progress in various ways (Rahman 
& Rashid, 2018). It rises to the top each time there is a change in the 
government. The opposing party frequently seeks to seize control of the 
nation, while the party in power frequently works to keep the government 
in place. Because of this, the political climate at the moment is unstable. 
Human welfare is desirable, but the entire system will collapse if it morphs 
into greed. Both parties participate in meetings, conferences, and other 
events. However, these actions are ruining our way of life and our 
economy (Chawdhury, 2016). Economic growth will be found where there 
is stability when the relationship between political stability and the 
economy is examined. All economists agree that states with strong 
economies and stable political systems grow more quickly than those with 
unstable economies. Political instability is described as the inability of a 
democratic process to develop an efficient and effective political system 
that upholds the rule of law. Political instability is taking center stage as 
the main factor influencing growth in developing economies (Acar, 2019).  

Notwithstanding, Bangladesh is a political unrest country. Even then, it is 
considered the world's fastest economic growing country. According to 
the World Bank's political stability ranking, 2017, many nations with weak 
political stability ratings are among the fast-growing economies on the 
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globe, such as China (115), India (160), and Bangladesh (174) (Johannes 
& Klaus, 2020). Nevertheless, political stability can be attained by 
repression or having a party not subject to reelection. In this instance, 
political stability is like a blade with two edges. Even though political 
stability is hoped to foster peace, it might quickly become a haven for 
impunity and cronyism. This conundrum affects many nations, especially 
those with weak political institutions (Hussain, 2014). Most researchers 
conclude that two characteristics of political instability are detrimental to 
economic progress. It first interferes with market activity and labor 
relations, directly harming production. Second, the investment will be 
lower during unsteady political conditions (Radu, 2015). This research 
paper focuses on the relationship between political stability, infrastructure 
development, and economic growth in these two villages and why the 
villages have yet to develop despite political stability. Additionally, this 
study discusses the political conditions, the backgrounds of those 
participating in politics, the power and status of these villages, the stability 
of political relationships, the development of the village's leaders, and the 
contentment of the residents. Finally, this paper includes the Role of 
Union Parishad and the goodwill of political leaders for development and 
economic growth, as well as proposes some recommendations for 
ensuring social facilities and development in these two villages. 

The primary objective of this study is to investigate how political stability 
hurts the infrastructure development and economic growth of these two 
selected villages. The specific objectives of this study are: 

 To identify the key factors hindering development and economic 
growth despite political stability. 

 To explore the role of local government and community engagement 
in improving development in the selected communities. 

 To provide recommendations to accelerate development in the two 
selected villages by addressing the identified hindrances. 

 
2. Literature Review 
By and large, political instability is considered the main barrier to 
economic growth and development in developing countries like 
Bangladesh, and the political situation of Bangladesh needs to be more 
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stable. Surprisingly, the political scenario of Barahangina and Talukpara 
villages is stable, and residents are also satisfied with it, but still, more 
development is needed. So, political instability is not responsible alone for 
hindering economic growth and development. The following studies have 
shown that several factors besides political stability can hinder 
development and economic growth. Studies have shown that political 
stability is positively associated with investment, entrepreneurship, and 
innovation and can harm economic growth (Aisen & Veiga, 2013; Easterly 
& Levine, 1997).  

One of the critical factors that contribute to political stability is the 
presence of effective and transparent governance. This includes a well-
functioning legal and judicial system, which protects citizens and ensures 
that the rule of law is upheld (Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012). Independent 
and free media is also essential, allowing citizens to voice their opinions 
and hold government officials accountable (Chang & Chu, 2006). 
According to Van de Walle (1998), achieving high economic growth 
improves people's quality of life, which in turn helps political and 
democratic reform. This is why achieving economic development is seen 
as a critical determinant of political stability. There is a connection 
between political stability and economic growth, and the two must be 
managed together (Zablotsky, 1996). 

Political stability is a favorable indicator to stabilize economic change, and 
adherence to democratic principles is the primary driver of economic 
development (Masry, 2015). The changes that have taken place in Egypt 
over the past three years, since the revolution of 25 January 2011, confirm 
the influence that political reality has on economic position. Since the start 
of the Egyptian Revolution on January 25, many economists have pointed 
out that political instability and deteriorating security conditions are the 
country's main problems. These issues have caused a halt in economic 
activity, and the appearance of barriers to real economic improvement as 
Egypt's economy becomes more dependent on foreign trade, investment, 
and tourism (Masry, 2015). According to Cervantes and Villasenor (2015), 
political stability affects economic growth through investment, savings, 
disruptions of the labor market, levels of productivity/output of private 
agents, and government monetary and fiscal policies. Gakpa (2019) 
defines political instability as the combination of factors, including the 
absence of a stable administration, internal and external conflicts, and the 
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military's involvement in politics. Many political disturbances, especially 
the number of military coups, are said to have a significant and lousy 
impact on development by Barro (1991). 

Moreover, several factors found in many studies hinder development and 
economic growth. According to Mauro (1995), corruption can misallocate 
resources, hindering economic growth. Corruption can also discourage 
foreign investment and reduce economic activity, as businesses may want 
to refrain from investing in a country with a reputation for corruption. 
Poor infrastructure, including inadequate transportation systems, power 
grids, and communication networks, can make it difficult for businesses 
to operate efficiently, hindering economic growth (Aschauer, 1989). A 
skilled and educated workforce can help economic growth, as it limits the 
ability of businesses to innovate and produce goods and services (Lucas, 
1988). International trade barriers, such as tariffs and quotas, can hinder 
economic growth by reducing the opportunities for businesses to export 
their goods and services to foreign markets. This can limit the potential 
for economic growth, as businesses may only be able to expand within 
their domestic markets (Krugman, 1987). Income inequality can hinder 
economic growth by reducing the purchasing power of the middle and 
lower classes. This can limit consumer spending and demand for goods 
and services, ultimately hindering economic growth (Persson & Tabellini, 
1994). Environmental degradation can impede economic growth by 
reducing the availability of natural resources and damaging ecosystems. 
This can limit economic activity and reduce growth potential (Dasgupta, 
2001). Natural disasters and climate change can disrupt economic activity 
and cause significant damage to infrastructure, reducing economic growth 
(IPCC, 2014). 

A stable political landscape and the good intentions of political leaders can 
facilitate a country's or a local village's sustainable development. Several 
things prevent growth. Developmental obstacles can be divided into two 
categories: those attributable to internal issues in the various countries and 
those in their external environments (Raj, 1979). The predicament of many 
people is undoubtedly explained by initial low production levels, poverty 
of natural resources (such as the scarcity of land for agriculture), and high 
rates of population growth. But in other cases, these obstacles have been 
effectively overcome, partly through institutional innovation or adaptation 
and partly through workarounds that depend on the surrounding 
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environment. Interactions between internal and external factors 
significantly impact both the development processes and the outcomes. 

We will consider the development-related challenges previously encountered 
and now known regarding this interaction (Raj, 1979). According to (Donga 
et al., 2016), the five main factors preventing development in the Thulamela 
municipality are more funding, market access, out-of-date machinery and 
technology, shoddy infrastructure, and a lack of training. According to a 
South African survey, agriculture is most villages' primary income source. 
And because the agricultural sector is poor and receives little investment and 
exports, these villages need more development (Bakari & Ahmadi, 2018). 
South Africa's villages have struggled to flourish due to the coronavirus. Their 
labor market has been particularly impacted. In several industries, 
productivity has decreased while unemployment has increased. No 
development was, therefore, feasible there (Fengler et. al, 2021). 

The obstacles preventing development in various locations, even when there 
is political stability, have been the subject of numerous studies. These studies 
have uncovered several vital barriers, such as poor infrastructure, restricted 
financial access, a shortage of competent labor, corruption, weak institutions, 
and violence. Additionally, they contend that government intervention and 
targeted policies, such as increasing credit availability, enhancing 
infrastructure, and encouraging good governance, can aid in removing these 
barriers and fostering economic growth. However, while several studies have 
focused on variables that limit development, the study needs to be more 
comprehensive on factors that can impede growth despite a stable political 
environment. This study aims to address these research gaps and investigate 
further barriers to the economic development and growth of the Barahangina 
and Talukpara villages. 

 

3. Methodology and Materials of the Study 
Generally, research methodology is a method of collecting relevant 
information and data for achieving the research purpose. Creswell (2003) 
identifies three distinct research strategies: qualitative, quantitative, and 
mixed, and the mixed approach used in this study. This study purposively 
selected Barahangina and Talukpara villages in Barura Upazila Parishad of 
Cumilla district as a research area, and the geographical location of the 
research area is shown in Figure 1 by the following map. 
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Figure 1. Map of the Study Area 

 
Source: (Local Government Engineering Department (LGED), n.d.) 
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Moreover, the study purposively selected 50 respondents from two 
villages from different social levels, and the respondents were divided into 
older people as judges for social problems, political leaders as role models 
in rural development, and ordinary people as farmers, laborers, and 
employees. Six case studies and Focus Group Discussions (FGD) were 
conducted to collect qualitative data from the three groups. Using the 
Nvivo-14 software, the interview transcripts were coded thematically, 
categorized, and organized. Data were gathered and processed with code 
numbers in a separate file, and then triangulated in accordance with their 
nature, type, and characteristics. Additionally, information is presented in 
a range of ways, including pie charts, bar charts, and columns. Table 1 lists 
the study's sample design. 

 

Table 1: Criteria of Respondents 
Research 

Area 
 
 

Criteria of Respondents Gender Sub-
Total 

Grand 
Total 

Older 
People 

Political 
Leaders 

Common 
People 

(less than 
50 age) 

Male Female  
 

 
50 

Barahangina 
village   

5 7 13 15 10 25 

Talukpara 
village 

5 8 12 15 10 25 

 
 
Subsequently, three central themes, opportunity scarcity, coordination gap 
with the national level, and political leaders’ goodwill deficit, were derived 
from the qualitative data analysis using NVivo-14 software (See Table 2). 
The opportunity scarcity theme produced the highest reference code value 
from the NVivo-14 data with there being four sub-themes in this, while 
the coordination gap with national level and political leaders’ goodwill 
deficit themes had the second-highest reference code value with there 
being three and two sub-themes respectively in this. 
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Table 1: Defined themes that were  
divided from the thematic analysis6 

Central 
Theme 

Sub-theme Reference Code 
from Nvivo-14 

Descriptive 
Coding 

Descriptive 
Coding 

 
 
 
 
Opportunity 
Scarcity 

 
Education 
Disparities 
 
 
Land Deficiency 
and Dispute 
 
 
Migration and 
Employment 
Impacts 

 

Poor 
Agricultural 
Production 

 

 
12 
 
 
 
8 
 
 
 
9 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

 
Limited educational 
options in some 
rural and small-
town locations 
resulted in a lack of 
interest in education. 
The lack of 
sufficient land 
prevents the villagers 
from being 
entrepreneurial, 
which hinders the 
village's growth. 
Our community has 
been struggling with 
massive emigration, 
which has resulted 
in the loss of 
competent workers 
and unrealized 
potential. 
Farmers' ability to 
increase agricultural 
yields was hampered 
by the unavailability 
and high cost of 
these inputs. 

 

Coordination 
Gap 
with National 
Level 

Economic 
Disparities 
 
Inadequate 
Infrastructure 
 
 
Inefficient 
Resource 
Allocation   

 

5 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
5 

 

The lack of 
cooperation made the 
economic gaps 
between urban and 
rural areas worse. 
Infrastructure 
projects were delayed 
and left unfinished 
as a result of the 
local and national 
levels' lack of 
coordination. 

 

                                                   
6 The central and sub-themes are developed by the authors based on the findings of Mauro 

(1995), (Aschauer, 1989), (Lucas, 1988), (Krugman, 1987), (Persson & Tabellini, 1994), 
(Dasgupta, 2001), (Raj, 1979), (Donga et al., 2016), (Bakari & Ahmadi, 2018), and (Fengler 
et. al, 2021). 
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Central 
Theme 

Sub-theme Reference Code 
from Nvivo-14 

Descriptive 
Coding 

Descriptive 
Coding 

Misallocation of 
resources led to 
inefficiency in many 
industries and 
further hampered the 
region's development. 

Political 
Leaders’ 
Goodwill 
Deficit 

Corruption and 
Nepotism 
 
Partisan Politics 
 

6 
 
 
6 

Some political 
leaders use 
corruption and 
nepotism to further 
their own interests. 
Urban centers 
frequently saw a 
concentration of 
resources and 
capital, which fuelled 
their fast growth. 

 

 

4. Results 
4.1. Case Study Analysis 

4.1.1. Coordination Gap with National Level 

It is difficult for local authorities in Talukpara and Barahangina villages to 
get the required resources, such as finance or technical expertise, to assist 
development projects without collaboration with national-level 
authorities. 

4.1.1.1. Economic Disparities 

The economic environment has suffered due to the failure to create 
efficient structures for cooperation between urban and rural communities. 

‘The lack of cooperation worsened the economic gaps between urban and 
rural areas.’ (Case Study #1) 

Additionally, low-income families who cannot afford the costs of enrolling 
their children in alternative schools are affected. Such a situation adds to 
the difficulties these families experience by placing a hefty strain on them. 

‘This is extremely difficult for low-income families who cannot afford the 
costs of sending their children to a different school.’ (Case Study #3) 
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Although remittances helped some families with their financial burdens, 
they unintentionally encouraged a reliance on foreign income sources, 
which could have reduced the incentives for local investments and 
development initiatives. This reliance on outside funding may limit the 
community's ability to promote local sustainable development. 

‘While remittances helped some families financially, they also made people 
dependent on other people's income, which can cause them to make less 
investment in local development.’ 
(Case Study #4) 

The difficulties caused by migration and unrealized potential in these areas 
have various adverse effects. These include a shrinking pool of skilled 
labor, obstacles to innovation and economic growth, increased reliance on 
remittances, and a potential setback for initiatives to develop locally self-
sustaining economic pathways. 

‘The difficulties associated with migration and unrealized potential in our 
village had several effects, including a loss of skilled human capital, an 
impact on the area's capacity for innovation and economic growth, a 
reliance on remittances, and a potential underminer of efforts to create 
sustainable economic sources within the area.’ (Case Study #4) 

Furthermore, the lack of opportunities and land has far-reaching impacts, 
particularly impeding economic growth due to the limited land available 
for construction projects. The difficulties experienced by the community 
are exacerbated by the situation, which also encourages social tensions 
resulting from conflicts over land. 

‘Lack of land and opportunity has several effects, including slowed 
economic development due to the limited amount of land available for 
development initiatives, and social tensions brought on by land disputes 
and conflicts.’ (Case Study #5) 

4.1.1.2. Inadequate Infrastructure 
The two villages have several developmental challenges, most notably 
inadequate infrastructure. The difficulties have been made more difficult 
by the lack of cooperation between local and national levels, which has 
postponed infrastructure projects and left them unfinished. 

‘Our community has several development obstacles, including insufficient 
infrastructure. Infrastructure projects were delayed and left unfinished due 
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to the local and national levels' lack of coordination.’ (Case Study #1) 
Moreover, the need for essential infrastructure in the village, such as paved 
roads, power, and clean water, creates difficult obstacles for locals to 
achieve basic requirements like healthcare and education. 

‘It is difficult for inhabitants to meet necessities like healthcare and education 
due to the lack of vital infrastructure in the hamlet, such as paved roads, power, 
and clean water.’ (Case Study #2) 

Students' access to education is also significantly hampered by the distance 
between the village and the closest institution. 

‘The distance between the community and the closest institution is a significant 
challenge for pupils. Students must go quite a distance to pursue further 
education because no colleges or universities are nearby.’ (Case Study #3) 

4.1.1.3. Inefficient Resource Allocation 
The ineffective coordination led to an inefficient distribution of resources. 
The funding of crucial projects could have been more frequent, and 
precious resources were wasted due to critical initiatives being 
overshadowed by less crucial ones. 

‘Ineffective coordination led to an ineffective distribution of resources. While 
less critical initiatives were given priority, essential ones did not receive enough 
money, wasting precious resources.’(Case Study #1) 

The participants were asked about the misallocation of resources and its 
impact. The inefficient use of resources has spread throughout several 
industries, posing additional obstacles to the region's overall development. 

‘Misallocation of resources led to inefficiency in many industries and further 
hampered the region's development.’(Case Study #1) 

The widespread consequences of cronyism and rampant bribery also 
undermine openness and accountability in resource management by 
frequently misusing public resources for personal gain. 

‘Graft and cronyism are rampant, and public resources are regularly misused 
for private gain.’(Case Study #2) 
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A clear urban-rural difference worsens because larger cities have easier 
access to infrastructure, services, and job possibilities. 

‘There is a clear urban-rural divide, with larger centers having easier access to 
infrastructure, services, and job prospects.’(Case Study #5) 

 

4.1.2. Opportunity Scarcity 

4.1.2.1. Education Disparities 
The need for higher education opportunities in the area places a heavy 
load on students and interferes with their efforts to further their education. 
Additionally, students need more higher education opportunities in the 
area. The study found significant differences in access to high-quality 
education within the Barahangina village. 

‘The absence of higher education in our community causes students to struggle 
greatly. There are huge differences in the availability of high-quality education 
in our Barahangina village. I emphasized the impact of social attitudes toward 
education in our area.’(Case Study #3) 

Most students stop their education after class 10, choosing to look for 
work prospects abroad rather than continue to higher education, which 
has had a noticeable impact. 

‘Most students leave study after class 10 to work abroad rather than pursue 
further education.’(Case Study #3) 

Families unwilling to send their kids overseas for school are also affected, 
which further restricts their ability to take advantage of chances for further 
education. This reluctance is brought on by a perceived lack of necessary 
skills, which fuels opposition to formal schooling. This opposition and a 
low literacy rate hurt the neighborhood's overall development and growth. 

‘Many families are reluctant to send their children to study abroad, further 
restricts access to higher education. A perceived skills gap contributed to 
schooling resistance. The villages have a low literacy rate, which impacts the 
community's general development.(Case Study #3) 
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Additionally, the effects spread to areas where cultural norms and 
preconceived notions about the value of education reinforce local resistance 
to schooling. These cultural influences impact people's readiness to 
participate in formal education, contributing to resistance in some fields. 

‘Education reluctance in some communities was exacerbated by cultural norms 
and beliefs about the importance of education, which had an impact on people's 
willingness to participate in formal learning.’(Case Study #3) 

 

4.1.2.2. Land Deficiency and Dispute 
The villages’ population is growing gradually and is outpacing the 
infrastructure. This increase stresses the ecosystem, causing conditions to 
worsen and become generally unhealthy. The lack of suitable land prevents 
locals from engaging in business ventures, which limits the village's 
potential for expansion. 

‘Our village is small, but there are more people here. The village's population 
is growing daily since there are more individuals than residents. The ecology in 
the community is getting worse and is generally unhealthy. The lack of sufficient 
land prevents the villagers from being entrepreneurial, which hinders the 
village's growth.’(Case Study #5) 

Due to ambiguous land tenure policies and competing property interests, 
the region frequently experiences land disputes and conflicts. These 
conflicts prevented the land from being used productively for 
development, which resulted in inefficient land use and undermined 
potential opportunities for economic expansion. 

‘There were frequent land disputes and conflicts in our area due to murky land 
tenure arrangements and conflicting property rights. Conflicts prevented land 
use for development, resulting in wasteful land use and reducing prospects for 
economic progress.’(Case Study #5) 

 

4.1.2.3. Migration and Employment Impacts 
The community continues to face the difficulty of significant emigration, 
which causes the loss of trained labor and unrealized potential. As highly 
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qualified individuals leave the neighborhood searching for better oppor-
tunities abroad or in more populous cities, contributing to the problem 
known as brain drain, this migration has brought about hardships. 

‘Our community has been struggling with massive emigration, which has 
resulted in the loss of competent workers and unrealized potential. Our 
community faced difficulties as a result of immigration. Highly skilled 
individuals left our hamlet in quest of greater possibilities abroad or big centers, 
causing a brain drain.’(Case Study #4) 

The absence of proactive policies and initiatives to promote employment 
prospects also contributes to the community's high rates of unem-
ployment and poverty, which are made worse by them. These difficulties 
can be directly linked to political leaders' lack of goodwill and dedication. 

‘High unemployment and poverty rates, as well as the absence of encouraging 
policies and attempts to create work prospects, are direct results of political 
leaders' lack of goodwill.’(Case Study #2) 

Additionally, there is a general belief among some people that formal 
education only partially corresponds with the practical abilities necessary 
for gainful employment in the actual world. This view has essential effects 
on schooling and preparation for the workforce. 

‘Some people believed that formal education did not correspond with the real-
world abilities needed for employment.’(Case Study #3) 

A further factor driving up the demand for land and resources in those 
areas is the tendency of rising migration to metropolitan centers. Increased 
demands on urban infrastructure and resources result from this 
population surge. 

‘More people migrate to metropolitan areas, which increased the demand for 
land and resources there.’(Case Study #5) 

 

4.1.2.4. Poor Agricultural Production 

The respondents emphasized that agriculture is their community's primary 
source of revenue. The village's production has been falling despite the 
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clear potential for agriculture. The lack of adequate irrigation 
infrastructure impedes efficient farming methods, a primary element 
causing this problem. 

‘Rajesh, a farmer and inhabitant of Talukpara village, stated that agriculture 
is our community's primary income source. But the village's production has 
been declining despite its potential for agriculture, and a major problem is the 
lack of adequate irrigation systems.’ (Case Study #6) 

Additionally, the influence can be observed in the decreased output 
brought on by a need for knowledge of contemporary farming techniques, 
such as effective crop rotation, pest control, and effective fertilizer use. 
Farmers' inability to integrate new technology hindered their potential to 
increase yields and embrace sustainable agricultural practices, halting 
development. 

‘A lack of knowledge about modern farming techniques such as effective crop 
rotation, pest control, and the best use of fertilizers hampered productivity. 
Their incapacity constrained the capacity of farmers to increase yields and use 
sustainable agricultural practices to absorb new techniques.’(Case Study #6) 

The circumstances also affect farmers since they cannot obtain fair 
product pricing due to poor market links and limited market access. 
Investments in agricultural operations are discouraged due to the 
inconsistent price structure, which further negatively impacts their income 
and profitability. 

‘Farmers' ability to get fair pricing for their produce was constrained by limited 
market access and a lack of efficient market linkages. The income and 
profitability of their operations were further harmed by price swings, 
discouraging investment in agricultural ventures.’(Case Study #6) 

 

4.1.3. Political Leaders’ Goodwill Deficit 

4.1.3.1. Corruption and Nepotism 
As a result of sluggish communication and decision-making, essential 
projects like building roads, schools, and healthcare facilities went 
unfinished. Since there is a gap between elected officials and the people 
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they represent, popular support and confidence have decreased, making 
the community's problems worse. 

‘Critical initiatives, including roads, schools, and healthcare facilities, were not 
completely realized due to a lack of timely communication and decision-
making. Moreover, the disconnection between elected officials and the people 
they represent has weakened public support and eroded public trust.’(Case 
Study #1 & 2) 

Additionally, the effects are visible in how confident political leaders use 
corruption and nepotism to further their agendas, frequently at the 
expense of the general welfare. This practice erodes public confidence and 
questions the government's legitimacy. 

‘Some political leaders' use of corruption and nepotism to further their interests 
at the expense of the public's welfare undermines the government's 
legitimacy.’(Case Study #2) 

The effect can also be seen in some political leaders' short-sighted policies, 
which put the implementation of short-term gains and popularity over 
long-term development objectives. This way of thinking can obstruct 
complete growth and lasting progress. 

‘The short-term thinking of some political leaders, who prioritize popularity 
and short-term advantages above long-term development plans.’(Case Study 
#2) 

 

4.1.3.2. Partisan Politics 

Partisan politics hinders cooperation between competing political 
groupings and frequently eclipses local and regional concerns. Partisan 
politics is a significant contributor to the absence of constructive purpose. 
This dynamic may hamper effective governance and growth. 

‘Partisan politics are a major contributor to the lack of goodwill since they 
prevent cooperation between opposing political groupings and frequently 
overshadow regional concerns.’(Case Study #2) 

Moreover, urban centers where resources and capital are concentrated are 
feeling the effects, which has helped to fuel their explosive expansion and 
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development. Regional imbalances and inequality may increase as a result 
of this centralization. 

‘Urban centers frequently saw a concentration of resources and capital, which 
fuelled their fast growth.’ (Case Study #1) 

 
4.2. Survey Analysis 
 

Figure 2: Factors that hinder the development  
of a stable political environment 

 

 
Source: The figure is developed by the authors based on findings of Mauro (1995), (Aschauer, 1989), (Lucas, 

1988), (Krugman, 1987), (Persson & Tabellini, 1994), (Dasgupta, 2001), (Raj, 1979), (Donga et 
al., 2016), (Bakari & Ahmadi, 2018), and (Fengler et. al, 2021). 

 

4.2.1 Coordination Gap with National Level 

Figure 3 shows limited coordination at the national level. In this regard, 
85% of the respondents said that their villages needed the support and 
resources they required from higher authorities, hindering their villages 
from flourishing. 
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Figure 3: Coordination Gap with National Level 

 

However, 5% of respondents claimed that their local governments had 
close relationships with national-level authorities and were either 
politicians or supporters of the ruling government. In certain situations, 
villages get aid due to their political connections. Lastly, the remaining 
respondents (10%) were moderately concerned about this issue. 
 

4.2.2 Poor Agricultural Productivity 
In terms of poor agricultural productivity in Barahangina and Talukpara 
villages, Figure 4 shows that about 40% of respondents stated that access 
to agrarian materials is limited, and farmers confront several difficulties, 
including difficulty getting high-quality seeds, fertilizer, and other 
agricultural materials that are necessary to boost crop yields. 
 

Figure 4: Poor Agricultural Productivity 
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Moreover, considering the poor agricultural productivity in these villages, 
about 30% of respondents stated that farmers of these two villages lack 
training and knowledge of contemporary farming methods, which hinders 
their ability to increase crop yields and use sustainable farming techniques. 
About 20% of respondents stated that farmers experience limited market 
access, which makes it challenging for them to sell their crops and get an 
equitable price for their labor, and the middlemen who buy commodities 
at cheap rates and sell them to end customers at higher costs could engage 
in unfair pricing practices toward farmers. Finally, about 10% of 
respondents stated that lack of irrigation limit agricultural yields and 
impairs farmland productivity in these villages. 

 
 
4.2.3 Political Leaders’ Goodwill Deficit 
Political leaders' unwillingness is a barrier to development in the 
Barahangina and Talukpara villages, as shown in Figure 5. In this context, 
about 80% of the respondents think that their village's political leaders 
don't care about the growth of their community. As a result, villagers 
cannot receive the necessary support and development projects from 
national authorities. However, 15% of respondents—politicians and 
followers of political leaders—said their political leaders are responsible 
to the villagers and carry out initiatives to develop the villages. In 
comparison, 5% of respondents were moderate in this regard. 

 

Figure 5: Political Leaders’ Goodwill Deficit 
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4.2.4 Education Reluctance 

The residents of Barahangina and Talukpara villages are not interested in 
pursuing the education found in the study. In this regard, Figure 6 shows 
that about 75% of people didn’t have an interest in pursuing education, 
while 20% have, and the rest were moderate.  

 

Figure 6: The reluctance to education 
 

 
 

Moreover, reluctance towards education in certain villages has led to three 
primary challenges. The lack of skilled workers, particularly in fields like 
healthcare, engineering, and technology, was mentioned by almost 70% of 
respondents as being caused by the peasants' disinterest in education. 
Approximately 25% of respondents stated that villages miss out on 
important information on healthcare, finances, legal rights, and other 
crucial subjects due to a lack of interest in education. By limiting 
possibilities, impeding skill development, and lowering competitiveness, 
about 5% of respondents emphasized that a lack of interest in education 
in these villages prevents social mobility. 
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4.2.5 Migration Challenges and Untapped Potential  
 

Figure 7: Migration Challenges and Untapped Potential 

 

 

 
Figure 7 shows that there is a tendency for young people in these villages 
to migrate overseas stated by 40% of the respondents. There are two 
reasons for the migration abroad: they desire to or don't want to pursue 
higher education. However, about 30% and 20% of the respondents 
respectively mentioned that despite their efforts to improve their families’ 
financial situation, these migrants frequently find it challenging to make a 
good living and cannot send money to their families because of not getting 
a job. As a result, family members frequently give them money, as stated 
by 10% of respondents, which strains the family's finances. The families' 
financial instability limits their capacity to invest in their village's expansion 
and development, influencing its overall growth. 

 

4.2.6 Land and Opportunities Scarcity 

Figure 8 shows the lack of land and opportunities in Barahangina and 
Talukpara villages that hinder the development of these villages. In this 
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regard, 60% of respondents said their towns are very congested with 
overpopulation, and the population rate is increasing yearly. As a result, 
people were compelled to destroy crops and land to make their houses 
significantly decreased land, which directly hampered the adequate 
agricultural productivity and enterprising for the villagers due to lack of 
land. 

 
Figure 8: Land and Opportunities Scarcity 

 
Besides, 40% of respondents said that the villagers, especially young 
people, are unaware of education. They tend to migrate abroad to earn 
without pursuing education, which results in most of the people of these 
two villages needing to be more literate. They are being deprived of 
various opportunities due to the need for proper educational 
qualifications. 

 
4.3. FGD Findings 
In the study, data was collected through Focus Group Discussions 
(FGDs) that were conducted in both villages. Participants in the focus 
groups consisted of various occupations, including teachers, students, 
politicians, vendors, and farmers. The length of each FGD was 60 
minutes. 

The participants in the FGDs highlighted four things that are impeding 
their villages' growth. In the initial stages, there needs to be more 
coordination between the national and rural levels. This meant that 
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national development initiatives needed to reach rural communities 
properly. The participants also acknowledged the need for more political 
leaders' support for developing their areas. In their opinion, the 
community's well-being came second to personal gain for political leaders. 
Thirdly, there was a propensity for people to leave their home countries 
searching for work. This resulted in a brain drain in the villages, with many 
skilled people departing and never returning, negatively impacting the 
villages' growth. The panelists also brought up students’ resistance to 
studying. This was viewed as a significant barrier to the villages' growth 
because education is crucial to the advancement of any society. 

 

5. Discussion 
The study highlights the impact of economic inequalities, inadequate 
infrastructure, ineffective resource distribution, and limited opportunities 
on the growth and well-being of communities in Talukpara and 
Barahangina villages. These issues stem from various sources, including a 
lack of cooperation between national and rural authorities, limited access 
to higher education, cultural norms, and migration. These factors 
contribute to a cycle of dropouts, limited access to higher education, and 
increased competition for resources and jobs. Addressing these issues is 
crucial for promoting sustainable development and addressing the 
challenges faced by these communities. 

Although remittances from migrants offer financial assistance, they also 
encourage reliance on foreign money, impeding local economic initiatives. 
Poor infrastructure, including a lack of clean water, electricity, and roads, 
restricts access to essential services and slows economic expansion. 
Conflicts are exacerbated, and land disputes and improper land 
management hamper development prospects. The environment is harmed 
by deforestation and inadequate garbage management. Agriculture 
productivity needs to be improved by better irrigation infrastructure and 
a need for more awareness about contemporary farming methods. 

Resources must be used more efficiently, and corruption hurts business 
and impedes development. Corruption, nepotism, and partisan politics 
undermine effective governance and development activities. Thinking 
only about the present and putting one's interests first has checked long-
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term development. Public support is lost when people don't trust the 
leadership. Resources and capital are concentrated in urban areas, which 
promotes quick growth and development. This centralization has made 
regional inequality and inequities worse. 

The analysis illuminates the intricate problems these communities must 
contend with by offering thorough case studies and insights into each 
consequence. To overcome these problems and promote holistic growth, 
it emphasizes the necessity for collaborative efforts, sustainable 
development techniques, and efficient governance. 

 
5.1. Recommendations 
The villages of Barahangina and Talukpara have specific development 
issues. Before development can start, the environment must be favorable. 
However, the atmosphere in these villages could be more conducive to 
development. The respondents suggest several measures to help the area 
overcome obstacles and achieve equitable and sustainable growth. These 
include improving communication, setting up a committee to plan 
regional development, and implementing an open resource allocation 
system.  
Moreover, political leaders must prioritize the welfare of their people and 
invest in the village's prosperity if they want to improve the quality of life 
and economic development. In Talukpara and Barahangina villages, it is 
emphasized that transparent and competent governance is the primary 
force behind progress. Leaders' collaboration and community 
empowerment are emphasized as paths to significant advancement. 

The respondents further emphasize the importance of promoting a 
learning culture, enhancing educational outcomes, and giving the 
workforce the skills they need for long-term growth. By making 
investments in educational infrastructure and resources, this can be 
accomplished. The village administration is encouraged to adopt 
regulations and incentives that preserve skilled workers and draw in talent 
from other places to support local economic growth. This strategy can 
unlock potential and allay fears about migration. It is recommended to 
diversify the economy to lessen reliance on remittances and to ensure 
steady sources of income and jobs. 

Furthermore, Government-led land reforms are recommended to solve 
problems relating to the land. These changes are intended to clarify who 
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owns the land, establish property rights, lessen land conflicts, and promote 
beneficial land usage. It is emphasized that local populations should 
participate in decisions about using and developing land. 

Additionally, to effectively address these difficulties, collaboration is 
necessary. This entails enhancing irrigation infrastructure, offering farmers 
technical training and extension services, encouraging soil conservation 
practices, enabling access to inputs and loans, and creating effective 
market links. This comprehensive strategy can potentially increase 
Talukpara and Barahangina village's agricultural productivity, resulting in 
better livelihoods and long-term agrarian growth. 

 

6. Conclusion 
Political stability also affects overall development, while political instability 
has ramifications for economic growth and infrastructure development 
(Radu, 2015). However, more qualitative and quantitative research is 
needed to thoroughly understand the detrimental effects of political 
stability on the plot (Blum and Gründler, 2020). The study discovered that 
in the villages of Barahangina and Talukpara, some factors of 
underdevelopment in stable political environments. The result of the study 
demonstrates that neither political stability nor political instability, by 
themselves, can promote or impede growth. Other factors that are 
hindering development in these two villages include a lack of coordination 
with the national level, the unwillingness of political leaders, the young 
generation's reluctance to study and tendency to immigrate abroad, as well 
as a lack of ability to benefit from opportunities abroad, and unavailable 
land and opportunities. By concentrating on two particular villages, the 
study examined the underlying causes of underdevelopment in 
surroundings with stable political systems. The study has found numerous 
vital variables that lead to underdevelopment in these areas by analyzing 
several socioeconomic indicators and people's opinions. The study's 
overall conclusions significantly impact development practitioners and 
politicians operating in comparable environments. It emphasizes the 
necessity of a comprehensive strategy for development that accounts for 
the many social, economic, and political aspects that cause 
underdevelopment. It might be possible to foster long-term sustainable 
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and inclusive growth in these areas by addressing these underlying causes 
of underdevelopment. 

 

Acknowledgements 
The authors thank Harun Ar-Rashid Mamun, a Fellow at Teach for 
Bangladesh, and Zahedul Islam, a B.S.S student at the Department of 
Public Administration, Comilla University for their inspiration, creative 
guidance, and unwavering support that have been instrumental in the 
creation of this article. 
 
Funding 
The authors declare no funds/ other support for the current study.  

 

Declaration of conflicting interests 
The author declares no conflicting interests. 
 
References 
Aschauer, D. A. (1989). Is public expenditure productive? Journal of Monetary 

Economics, 23(2), 177–200. https://doi.org/10.1016/0304-3932(89)90047-0 
Acar, A. (2019). The Effects of Political Stability on Economic Growth of The 

Presidental Government System. International Journal of Economics and 
Politics Sciences Academic Research. V:3- N:9. 

Aisen, A., & Veiga, F. J. (2013). How does political instability affect economic 
growth? European Journal of Political Economy, 29, 151-167. 

Bakari, S., Ahmadi, A. (2018). Why is South Africa Still a Developing Country? 
International Academic Journal of Economics. 05. 1-19. 

Blum, J., Gründler, K. (2020). Political Stability and Economic Prosperity: Are 
Coups Bad for Growth? CESifo Working Paper No. 8317. 

Barro, R.-J. (1991). Economic Growth in a Cross-Section of Countries. Quarterly 
Journal of Economics, 106, 407-443. https://doi.org/10.2307/2937943. 

Creswell, W. J. (2003). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed 
Methods. SAGE publication. 

Creswell, J.W. (2014). Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and 
Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research, 5th ed. Upper Saddle 
River, NJ: Pearson Education. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/0304-3932(89)90047-0
https://doi.org/10.2307/2937943.


The political stability and development linkages in Bangladesh: A study of two villages | 87 
 

 

Cervantes, R., & Villaseñor, J. (2015). Political Stability and Economic Growth: 
Some Considerations. Journal of Public Governance and Policy: Latin 
American Review, 1, 77-100. 

Chawdhury, J. (2016). Political Instability A Major Obstacle to Economic 
Growth in Bangladesh. Centria University of Applied Sciences, Degree 
Progamme Thesis, Business Management, Finland. 

Chang, E. C., & Chu, Y. H. (2006). Corruption and trust: Exceptionalism in Asian 
democracies? Journal of Politics, 68(2), 259-271. 

Comilla District - Banglapedia. (n.d.). https://en.banglapedia.org/index.php/ 
Comilla_District. 

Donga, G., Ngirande, H., & Shumba, K. (2016). Perceived barriers to the 
development of small, medium and microenterprises: a case study of 
Thulamela Municipality in the Limpopo Province. Problems and 
Perspectives in Management, 14(4), 61–66. https://doi.org/ 
10.21511/ppm.14(4).2016.07 

Dasgupta, P. (2001). Human Well-Being and the Natural Environment. Oxford 
University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/0199247889.001.0001 

Easterly, W., & Levine, R. (1997). Africa's growth tragedy: Policies and ethnic 
divisions. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 112(4), 1203-1250. 

Fengler, W., Nelly, M., Gill, I., Baduel, B. & Cuevas, F. (2021). South Africa after 
COVID-19—light at the end of a very long tunnel. 

Gakpa, L., L. (2019). Instabilité politique, IDE et effets sur la croissance 
économique dans les pays d’Afrique subsaharienne: un modèle à équations 
simultanées dynamiques. Region et Development, 50, 89-117. 

Hussain, J. (2014). Can political stability hurt economic growth? Published on 
End Poverty in South Asia. World Bank Blogs. 

Haque, A. K. M. & Razy, S. (2018). The State of Governance in the Functioning 
of Union Parishad in Bangladesh: A Study of Three UPs in Rajshahi 
District. Vol. 37. 9-26. 

IPCC. (2014). Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. 
Retrieved from https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/ 

Johannes B., Klaus G. (2020). Political Stability and Economic Prosperity: Are 
Coups Bad for Growth? (Working Paper No. 8317). CESifo. 

Krugman, P. R. (1987). Is Free Trade Passé? Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 1(2), 131–144. https://doi.org/10.1257/jep.1.2.131 

Lucas, R. E. (1988). On the mechanics of economic development. Journal of 
Monetary Economics, 22(1), 3–42. https://doi.org/10.1016/0304-
3932(88)90168-7 

Lipowski, E. (2008). Developing great research questions. American Journal of 
Health-system Pharmacy, 65(17), 1667–1670.  https://doi.org/10.2146/ 
ajhp070276 

https://en.banglapedia.org/index.php/
https://doi.org/
https://doi.org/10.1093/0199247889.001.0001
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
https://doi.org/10.1257/jep.1.2.131
https://doi.org/10.1016/0304-
https://doi.org/10.2146/


88 | Moin Uddin ERFAN, Nazirul Hasan BAIZED 

Local Government Engineering Department (LGED). 
(n.d.). https://oldweb.lged.gov.bd/ViewMap2.aspx?DistrictID=10 

Mauro, P. (1995). Corruption and Growth. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 
110(3), 681–712. https://doi.org/10.2307/2946696 

Miles M. B., & Huberman A. M. (1994). Qualitative data analysis: An expanded 
sourcebook (2nd ed.). Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 

Masry, M. (2015). The Role of Political Stability in Achieving Economic 
Development. Journal of Economics and Sustainable Development, 6(16), 
134–153. 

Persson, T., & Tabellini, G. (1994). Is Inequality Harmful for Growth? The 
American Economic Review, 84(3), 600–621. http://www.jstor.org/ 
stable/2118070 

Rahman, R., & Rashid, M. (2018). POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH IN BANGLADESH. Innovative Issues and 
Approaches in Social Sciences, 11(2). https://doi.org/10.12959/issn.1855-
0541.iiass-2018-no2-art5 

Radu, M. (2015). Political stability - a condition for sustainable growth in 
Romania? Procedia Economics and Finance 30 (2015) 751 – 757. Elsevier 
Publication. 

Raj, K. N. (1979). Barriers to Development. In: Malinvaud E. (eds) Economic 
Growth and Resources. International Economic Association Series. Palgrave 
Macmillan, London. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-16173-7_5 

Siyal, M. Y., Chowdhury, B. S., Rajput, A. Q. (2006). Socio-economic factors and 
their influence on the adoption of e-commerce by consumers in Singapore. 
International Journal of Information Technology & Decision MakingVol. 
05, No. 02, pp. 317-329. https://doi.org/10.1142/S021962200600199X 

Van de Walle, Nicolas (1998), "Economic Globalization and Political Stability in 
Developing Countries," Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 

Zablotsky, E. (1996), “Political Stability and Economic Growth. A Two Way 
Relation," CEMA Working Papers No. 109, CEMA University, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina 

https://oldweb.lged.gov.bd/ViewMap2.aspx?DistrictID=10
https://doi.org/10.2307/2946696
http://www.jstor.org/
https://doi.org/10.12959/issn.1855-
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-16173-7_5
https://doi.org/10.1142/S021962200600199X

