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Abstract: There are important gender determinants to both men’s and women’s susceptibility to 
COVID-19. Emerging findings confirm men are dying disproportionately at a higher rate than 
women. Such gender differences in deaths have informed scholars to widen their analytical look 
through a critical masculinity lens. As the practices to respond to the context of the gendered 
burden of disease are still inadequate and nearly absent on men’s health, it is suggested to 
specifically focus on men’s vulnerability to COVID-19 with appropriate interventions. 

Keywords:  COVID-19, gender, masculinity, men’s health, domestic violence, suicide 

 

Introduction: Men’s vulnerability to COVID-19 

The COVID-19 has brought an unusual type of outbreak and complexities for which 
the world was not prepared. The pandemic, and the incredible speed at which the virus 
is spreading, has prompted us to call for academic and policy analyses and interventions 
using critical masculinity lenses given that the disease outbreak is not gender-neutral: it 
affects women and men differently (Durant, 2020). Assessing the jolt of the COVID-19 
pandemic on at-risk groups, coupled with a masculinity perspective, is indispensable for 
establishing efficient and responsive policies and interventions (Wenham, Smith & 
Morgan, 2020). Understanding the interface between men’s gender socialisation and 
masculinity ideologies in relation to their health-related risks and protective factors 
could provide useful messages in prevention initiatives (Garfield, Isacco & Rogers, 
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2008). And yet, when it comes to men’s health and perspectives, policies and 
interventions to respond to the context of the gendered burden of disease are still 
inadequate and, in some countries, absent (Purdie et al., 2020). A mistaken assumption 
that policies and programs to address gender issues should predominately encompass 
women’s perspectives and concerns persist (Nkangu, Olatunde & Yaya, 2017). 

Although global sex-disaggregated data on COVID-19 is still not uniformly available, 
country-specific sources, including those from the shifting epicenter of the outbreaks, 
namely China, Italy, Spain, USA and UK, indicated that men are dying at a higher rate 
than women (Baker, 2020; Purdie et al., 2020; Jin et al., 2020; Mooney, Kaplan & Denis, 
2020). Global Health 50/50 (as of 28 May 2020) has shown that whilst there is no clear 
pattern regarding whether women or men are more likely to be infected by COVID-19, 
evidence reveals that more men than women are dying from COVID-19 in all 
countries. Men appear to be 50% more likely than women to die after being diagnosed 
with COVID-19 positive (Global Health 50/50, nd.). It is noteworthy that men’s higher 
morbidity was also evident during the earlier outbreaks such as Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) (Purdie 
et al., 2020), and Ebola (Nkangu et al., 2017).  

Male Norms in Action 

The reasons for men’s higher susceptibility to dying from COVID-19 remain unclear 
(World Bank Group, 2020). However, the complexities and interactions associated with 
biology (i.e., sex) and social practice (i.e., masculinity) appear to be strongly associated 
with men’s elevated susceptibility (Global Health 50/50, nd; van Osch, 2020). While 
biological factors such as stronger immune systems appear to give women more 
protection than men, several factors associated with masculinity practices make men 
more vulnerable during disease outbreaks (van Osch, 2020; World Bank Group, 2020). 
Masculinity as a sociological concept does not entail any fixed entity embedded in 
bodies or behavioral traits. It differs across economic, cultural and temporal settings, 
tied to prevailing social gender relations in place (Connell & Messerschmitt, 2005). 
Usually, it refers to certain physical, behavioral and attitudinal qualities that are essential 
to be a man in a particular historical, social and cultural milieu (Mason-Grant, 2000). 
Men’s health problem is a part of their gender role socialisation, as men who hold more 
traditional masculine norms are more likely to be involved in health-impeding 
behaviors and less likely to be involved in health-promoting behaviors (Garfield et al., 
2008). Men tend to involve in high risk-driving behaviors such as higher levels of drug, 
alcohol and tobacco consumption. They also tend to hide their vulnerability and are 
reluctant in self-care and medical/professional help-seeking (Mahalik, Burns & Syzdek, 
2007). Conversely, women’s gender role socialisation supports them to involve in more 
health-promoting behaviours than men and maintain more healthy lifestyles. Such 
practice conceivably ensures more prevention and protection for women during health-
related adversities (Courtenay, 2000b), and at the moment, a lower risk than men to 
death from COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Specific Evidential Impacts  

Such restrictive expectations and role deviations could be health-damaging for men, but 
could also be disastrous for women, children and other members of the family. 
Emerging data indicate that domestic violence against women has increased during this 
global pandemic – a situation that is called by UN Women “a shadow pandemic” (UN 
Women, 2020). Domestic violence reflects unjust patriarchal and harmful gender 
norms. Some men are experiencing pressures and difficulties with their power dynamics 
because of being at home under lockdown. At the same time, in times of high stress 
and uncertainty, patriarchal gender constructions and dynamics can be disrupted. As a 
result, patriarchal men can resort to violence against intimate partners (Molano, 2020). 
Perpetuating violence is a longstanding method of demonstrating or reinstating 
manhood or masculinity (Hearn, 1998). Therefore, promoting nonviolent 
nonpatriarchal masculinities has been indicated as a key item on the violence prevention 
agenda during COVID-19 period (UN Women & WHO, 2020). Engaging men and 
boys in critical discussions during this period is expected to play an important role in 
promoting healthy and non-violent behaviors (Betron, Gottert, Pulerwitz, Shattuck & 
Stevanovic-Fenn, 2020).  

An area of special concern is the nexus between COVID-19 pandemic and male 
suicide. Emerging research reports also confirm men are dying at a higher rate than 
women from suicide during the Covid-19 pandemic (Thakur & Jain, 2020; Mamun & 
Ullah, 2020). Several direct and indirect triggering factors such as financial and future 
insecurities, fear of infections, social stigma, anxiety and excessive regulations, among 
others, stand behind male suicidality during COVID-19 (Thakur & Jain, 2020; Mamun 
& Ullah, 2020; Khan, Ratele & Najuwa, 2020). Globally suicide is considered as a 
masculine act (Cleary, 2012). There is a striking gender difference in suicide rates 
worldwide, with men accounting for higher deaths by suicide than women. Male suicide 
rates are at 15.6 persons per 100 000 population, whereas females are at 7 persons per 
100 000 population (Naghavi, 2019). Given the sexed/gendered nature of suicidal 
behaviours, during and following COVID-19 crisis suicide prevention efforts ought to 
pay specific attention to the heightened male vulnerability because male suicidal 
behavior is often embedded in deepest emotions and despairs resulting from masculine 
deficiencies or inadequacy associated with the traditional masculine role expectations 
(Khan, Ratele, Helman, Dlamini, & Makama, 2020). Furthermore, the risks associated 
with male suicidality are always higher as men feel restrained to disclose disturbing 
feelings and emotional pains to family members, peers and health care professionals 
due to adherence to strong traditional masculine norms (Cleary, 2012). 

Conclusion: Way Forward 

While there is no evidence as of yet, it could be that it is especially those men who 
subscribe to hegemonic socio-cultural ideas and presumptions of cisgender 
construction who are likely to suffer during COVID-19 pandemic and possibly in the 
immediate post-COVID-19 pandemic future. At the same time, some men who 
subscribe to traditional masculinity may be putting themselves at risk through engaging 
in risky behaviors such as disregarding social distancing, hand-washing, and mask-
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wearing rules, among others. What is slowly emerging from news media across the 
world is that while those in occupations in which working from home or online is 
possible may survive, occupations traditionally associated with masculinity are also 
being swiftly worn away during the coronavirus catastrophe. There are massive job 
losses globally. There are reports of increased poverty and hunger rates in countries 
from the Global South and even from the Global North. Consequently, the status of 
being the primary breadwinner for the family will be put under even more pressure.  

Therefore, extensive efforts are needed to minimise the implications of men’s 
traditional masculinity practices that will give them more social, economic and health-
related immunity during COVID-19. This crisis can be taken up as an opportunity to 
topple the trouble, expectation and burden associated with men as head of household 
and breadwinner through promoting shared caregiving roles and responsibilities 
between women and men with equal importance (Betron et al., 2020). It is imperative 
to promote notions of positive masculinity through a range of media and digital 
platforms and make drives against restrictive male-female gender dichotomisation. 
There is no alternative during this crisis to create space for men to speak out of their 
sufferings and trauma, and to break the shackle of traditional masculinity. Policy 
interventions must aptly recognise men’s needs, sufferings and diversities and measures 
must be in place to eliminate the barriers men face in accessing services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic (Betron et al, 2020). 
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Abstract: The present article aims to highlight the ways in which the sports hero in Romania is 
“annexed”, ie used and instrumentalized by the political power, represented by public institutions, 
political parties and / or politicians. The case study analyzes the ceremonies and awards bestowed 
upon the tennis player Simona Halep, the most prominent sports figure of Romania in the past 
decade, by a number of local authorities in the country (Buşteni, Constanţa, Călăraşi, Bucharest, 
Cluj) and by the Romanian Presidency, from late 2013 to the present day. We scrutinize the 
reasons behind such feats of public homage and the media coverage it entailed, while also trying to 
explain why sport, and tennis in particular, is courted assiduously by politicians in the country – 
and what this reveals about the standing of the sports hero in Romanian society and political 
legitimization strategies. We also explore the reasons why apparently similar political strategies of 
gaining political kudos through association with a sport hero work brilliantly for one Romanian 
politician and dramatically backfire for another. Last but not least, we take a look at the way the 
sports hero was instrumentalized during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Keywords:  political annexation, sports hero, sports and politics, Simona Halep, COVID-19 

 

Preamble and Objectives 

This article aims to analyze the ways in which the sports hero in contemporary 
Romania is "annexed" and used by the political power, using as a case study the public 
honors bestowed upon tennis player Simona Halep, who in the past 6 years has become 
one of the most influential Romanians from outside the political sphere, gaining, by 
virtue of the performances achieved in her sport, wide social recognition and popular 
sympathy (Express Press, 2015). Since this kind of recognition of the great champions 
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in Romanian sport has become customary, and their annexation by the political factor 
along with other interested parties is a recurring reality (GSP, 2011; HotNews, 2018b), 
we intend to analyze the way in which a series of public institutions in Romania (the 
town halls of Buşteni, Constanţa, Călăraşi, Bucharest; the city of Cluj - through the Cluj 
County Council, but especially through the mayor Emil Boc; the Romanian Presidency) 
put it in practice and legitimized themselves overtly, by associating with Simona Halep. 

The general objective of this article is to review the ways in which the sports hero 
(Simona Halep) is publicly mythologized and glorified. In this sense, we will define the 
sports hero, then we will review a series of public festivities that had as a protagonist 
the tennis player from Constanţa, focusing on the most publicized of them. Last but 
not least, we aim to analyze the significance of the athlete in the hierarchy of heroes 
accepted by the public, and the analysis of the place that the sports hero holds in the 
legitimizations of the political factor. 

Our analysis seeks to answer the following questions: a) What are the ways and 
strategies by which Romanian political institutions and politicians exploit / annex a 
sports celebrity / a sports hero? Can it be compared with other cases, from other sports 
or other geographical and cultural areas?; b) What is the concrete way in which the 
athlete is honored as a public hero and what are the image benefits that political forums 
and politicians want to obtain from that homage?; c) what was the reaction of the 
public opinion and the mass media in Romania towards the instances in which the 
sportswoman Simona Halep was the protagonist of an “annexation” (or attempt of) by 
politicians? Was there a double standard in evaluating these “seizures”?; d) by whom 
does a sports hero nowadays accept to be “annexed”, and why?  

Heroism and Heroes 

"The human inclination to commemorate heroes" and to celebrate their achievements 
"seems to be a universal feature of human culture" (Becker & Eagly, 2004, p. 163), 
which spans history: from oral traditions in Antiquity and medieval poems, to 
contemporary society, where heroes are honored "not only in literature, but also in film, 
television and journalism" (ibid.). Hook (1945) says that the hero is as old as history, 
while Fishwick (1975) sees in heroes «the mirrors of time»: “Every hero mirrors the 
time and place where he lives. He must reflect the most intimate hopes and beliefs in a 
public way". In general, Becker and Eagly (2004, p. 163) note that "heroes and heroism 
are defined in terms of courage and risk of one's life as well as noble purpose". A 
common denominator of the various theoretical orientations regarding heroism seems 
to be its inclusion in the broader category of prosocial or helpful behaviors (ibid., p. 
164), "accepting the risk to one's own life being the one that (...) transforms prosocial 
behavior into heroism". 

Sport as a repository of moral values 

Sports heroes are central to modern sport. For Holt et al. (cited in Lines, 2001), "sport 
without a hero is like Hamlet without a Prince". The question is whether sport "can 
revitalize the moral spirit, without which the community risks becoming an empty 
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abstraction" (Smart, 2005, p. 4). To paraphrase Inglis (cited in Smart, 2005), sport used 
to be a repository of ideas «that were central to our morality» (ibid., p. 5). The special 
moral quality attributed to sport and to its practitioners, amateurs or professionals, 
would therefore be the bridge between heroism lato sensu and sports heroism. Sport 
"has been credited with the ability to nurture "the natural impulses of generosity, 
elation, heroism, grace, [and] decorum" (Inglis, cited in Smart, 2005). 

For some authors, however, the influences and (media, financial) pressures to which 
sport and athletes were increasingly subjected during the twentieth century "eroded, if 
not completely undermined the moral value of sport and the prospect of «authentic» 
sporting heroism” (Hoch, cited in Smart, 2005). It is obvious that heroism has been 
substantially changed by the rigors and boom of contemporary media. 

Without sharing the finality of the classic, martial hero – if we do not consider sport a 
surrogate of war, as Orwell (2000) proposed, the sports hero serves a similar function 
(Norwood, 1982, p. 12), heroes and sports legends being held in high esteem by 
contemporary society and press (ibid., p. 13).  

The modern sports hero 

According to Barney and Barney (1989), athletes become heroes because of their 
consistent and remarkable long-term performance, as well as because of their morality, 
proven social responsibility, and intellectual abilities. Smith (1973) says that modern 
sports heroes have special physical abilities, maintain a standard of excellence year after 
year, overcome obstacles, and display individual flair or charisma. Modern sports 
heroes, notes Wenner, 

are models of athletic competence and of social values who are admired for 
their outstanding and skillful sporting performance, their courage, expertise, 
perseverance, assertiveness, generosity, social ideals, dependability, honesty and 
character. (Lawrence A. (ed.), 1998, p. 138). 
 

Writing in Dilema Veche magazine, Coman (2010) distinguishes between stars, celebrities 
and heroes. The first category is allegedly a meteoric one and maintained by the media, 
the second is recommended by artistic, sporting, economic performances etc., which 
"enjoy public recognition and intense media coverage". Heroes, writes Coman, "remain 
in the collective consciousness for a remarkable deed, usually one with a larger 
purpose" marking the history of a community, which would also extend to sporting 
achievements. It remains to be seen whether Simona Halep is just a transient national 
hero (Dumitriu, 2018, p. 30) - it is certain that she enjoys, at this moment, the status of 
sports hero and a lasting celebrity. 

The politics-sports relationship. The political annexation 
of the sports hero 

It has been argued (Hoberman, 1977, p. 82) that, based on historical evidence, "sport is 
not an ideologically neutral entity". If we looked at it as a mere physical activity, 
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exclusively utilitarian, it would be "really harmless". However, the appropriation of 
sport (and especially of its heroes) by "ideological observers of all kinds: political 
figures, writers, sociologists" etc. invalidates the thesis of neutrality. Sport, therefore, 
"gives rise to meanings, including ideological" appropriation, "only when an observer 
thinks of it" (ibid.). Moreover, sport has been transformed, countless times throughout 
history, into a policy instrument, “being appropriated by observers with ideological 
interests (Paddick, 1984) and integrated into a political Weltanschauung" (Hoberman, 
1977, p. 83). 

As sport is a popular leisure activity and has a "liquid quality" (Edwards, 1973, cited in 
Paddick, 1984, p. 61), which makes it "ideologically innocent" (Hoberman, 1977, p. 80), 
it is common for politicians to use sports and sports figures as a resource, for a variety 
of political purposes. Sport provides politically useful resources, and modern sport in 
particular has been "rarely free from political influence" (Horne et al., 1999, cited in Lin 
et al., 2008). 

Like religion and show business, sports offer the politician association with 
something non-political that large numbers of people are attracted to. Not only 
do politicians use the rhetoric of sports for political purposes, they also express 
their interest in sports to dramatize their commonality. Candidates campaigning 
for office attend sporting events, mention the local team, and seek the 
endorsement of famous athletes. Endorsement-seeking illustrates how the 
politics seeks out popular culture. The endorsement of a famous athlete 
somehow gives the aspiring politician a kind of popular status and humanity he 
might not enjoy otherwise. The athlete is the embodiment of both material and 
moral success on the playing-field, and the politician seems to think that with 
the association some of the heroic magic might rub off. And this is nothing 
new: both Al Smith and Herbert Hoover sought the endorsement of Babe Ruth 
in 1928! (Combs, 1984, p. 67) 

 
In the last century, the danger of exploiting sport for commercial and political purposes 
has increased (Pedersen, 2013), as the resonance of the phenomenon and of sports 
heroes in society "exploded". The Nazi Reich, fascist Italy and Peronist Argentina 
(Rein, 1998) each used sport for ideological purposes, while communist countries such 
as the GDR and the USSR (Riordan, 1977 cited in Paddick, 1984, p. 59) "have invested 
heavily in sports, often to support nation-building and to use international success, 
especially Olympic success, to demonstrate the superiority of communism over 
capitalism" (Houlihan, 2007). However, not only authoritarian systems resort to sport, 
but also politically stable and economically advanced states: the opportunity to 
strengthen national identity through sports success and to do diplomacy and country 
marketing via sport, as a soft power resource, is far too tempting to ignore (ibid., pp. 
3472-3476). It should also be noted that in the scheme proposed by American 
sociologist Orrin E. Klapp, which explains the appearance of a popular hero, public 
recognition and formal honors represent the second stage (Klapp, 1949), out of a series 
of five that lead to the "hero cult". 
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For the purposes of this analysis, as the terminology related to the instrumentalization 
of sport and sports heroes is diverse, the terms "annexation", "exploitation", 
"appropriation", "instrumentalization" will be used alternately, but always with the same 
meaning, that of using sport and sports heroes for an ideological purpose, to advance a 
political message or to improve the image of the politician / entity associated with the 
sports hero in order to "annex" his / her celebrity. 

An object of the political annexation we analyze, celebrity has become a defining 
feature of our media society. Ubiquitous in the mainstream media and the tabloid press, 
in advertising and activism (Driessens, 2013, p. 641), it has profoundly affected many 
areas, especially politics, as "celebrity has become a valuable resource to use in power 
struggles" (ibid., pp. 641-42). Celebrity status gives those who enjoy it discursive power 
and a voice that cannot be ignored (Marshall, 1997, cited in Driessens, 2013, p. 642) 
and is supposed to function as a general mark of success (Bell, 2010, cited in Driessens, 
2013, p. 642). Celebrity culture, notes Cashmore (2006, p. 6), "affects (...) not just 
passionate fans, but entire populations". Indeed, the social and cultural impact of 
celebrity is obvious - what has been conceptualized as celebritization (Driessens, 2013, p. 
643). One interpretation of this phenomenon is that it denotes the versatility of 
celebrities within media and entertainment (Lewis, 2010, cited in Driessens, 2013) and 
their "migration" to areas not traditionally associated with fame. A celebrity who 
supports a politician or even becomes one is a common example. 

The link between the media, the entertainment industry (to which sport can be 
ascribed) and politics has generated the phenomenon known as "celebrity politics" 
(Agyepong, 2017). It has its historical origins in the United States, where the Kennedy 
era and Ronald Reagan’s election were seen as the point of convergence between 
"celebrity production lines and politics" (Turner, 2004, p. 18). It is noteworthy that the 
literature on politicians and other decision-makers who use celebrities, either trying to 
become celebrities themselves or using celebrities to legitimize their policies, is limited 
compared to those dealing with the involvement of celebrities in politics. 

In a typology developed by Marsh, 't Hart and Karen Tindall, the authors supplement 
the existing framework with a new category, that of the politician who uses others’ celebrity, 
described as „office holder who uses specific celebrities and others’ fame to endorse 
their own candidature, party or policies” (Marsh et al., 2010, p. 327). The typology of 
celebrity politics proposed by Marsh et al. also includes "celebrity advocate", "celebrity 
activist / endorser", "celebrity politician" and "politician celebrity" (ibid.). It is in the 
novel category of this typology that we will include the politicians who "annexed" (or 
tried to annex) the celebrity and the success of the sports hero Simona Halep, in cases 
that we will analyze. 

The persuasive effect of famous activists and supporters seems to be more pronounced 
when certain conditions are met. 't Hart and Tindall (2009, cited in Marsh et al., 2010) 
argue that the political and charitable activities of celebrities will be seen as more 
significant and successful the more the initial source of their fame is based on merit, the 
greater the social prestige of the cultural field in which the celebrity gained fame; the 
longer the fame; and the wider (geographically and numerically) and more open (relative 
to social classes and cultural groups) is the extent of fame. All the boxes seem to be 
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ticked in the case of Simona Halep, one of the most popular contemporary Romanian 
athletes (DigisportRo, 2019). 

The political annexation of sports  
heroes around the world  

The phenomenon of the annexation of sport by politics is not, as we mentioned at the 
beginning, by far a Romanian one. Congratulating, nominating and honoring sports 
heroes with distinctions or special ceremonies are practiced all over the world. 

For example, on the occasion of the World Cup held in Russia in 2018, the 
controversial Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov granted the honorary citizenship of the 
country to the Egyptian national star, Mohamed Salah, taking advantage of the fact that 
the "Pharaohs" set camp in the Republic. According to The Guardian (2018), dictator 
Kadyrov vehemently denied using Salah's presence in Grozny to generate positive 
publicity. Even so, the quoted source notes, Kadyrov made sure that a series of photos 
of him with Salah were made public. 

Other footballers have also become honorary citizens of some localities – among them 
the Portuguese Luis Figo (The Portugal News, n.d.), the Argentine Diego Maradona 
(La Stampa, 2017) or the German Philipp Lahm (BeSoccer, 2019). 

Tennis too attracts public honors. In August 2014, the most successful player in 
Bulgaria, Grigor Dimitrov, received the title of honorary citizen of the city of Varna, 
with unanimous votes (Novinite 2014). That same year, the famous tennis player Rafael 
Nadal, born on the Spanish island of Mallorca, received the title of "adopted son" of 
Madrid, the highest distinction of the city, from the mayor Ana Botella (Dawn, 2014). 
Another Iberian tennis player, Carlos Moya, was honored in 2004 with the honorary 
citizenship of the Croatian city of Umag, receiving a special medal from Croatian 
President Stjepan Mesić (Croatia Open Tournament History, n.d.). 

In women's tennis, the Hungarian player Timea Babos was among the eight athletes, 
artists and scientists rewarded by the Budapest Municipal Assembly in 2018 because 
“through their activities, served the development of Budapest and the growth of its 
reputation” (Babos, 2018). The award consisted not only of honorary citizenship, but 
also of a financial incentive (ibid.). The first Japanese to become a world leader in the 
WTA circuit, Naomi Osaka, was congratulated in January 2019 by Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, who thanked her for her victory at the US Open, purportedly 
giving Japan energy and excitement in difficult times (The Guardian, 2018). And the 
success of Halep's opponent in the final of Roland Garros 2017, the Latvian Jelena 
Ostapenko, was publicly exploited, with the youngster becoming the star of a video 
presentation of her hometown, Riga (Focus on Travel News, 2018). 

It should be noted, however, that politicians do not always "blindly" consent to the 
annexation of a popular sports figure. This was the case of the Polish tennis player 
Agnieszka Radwanska, who was nominated in 2019 for the honorary citizenship of 
Krakow, her hometown, but did not receive the distinction. "Honorary citizenship (...) 
is not a medal for sports achievements, but for achievements for the city, for the 
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development of a certain field in the city. Something we haven’t seen yet", explained a 
public official, Rafa Komarewicz (Afaae, 2019). 

Politics and tennis on harmonica tones  

In the recent history of Romania, the use of sports heroes by the political factor is a 
common practice: because sport enjoys a unique social impact, an important sporting 
performance is rarely ignored by politicians. The famous party at the Golden Blitz 
restaurant (ProSport, 2018a), featuring, in April 2006, the then president of Romania, 
Traian Băsescu, who came to congratulate the footballers of Steaua Bucharest for 
qualifying for the UEFA Cup semifinals, is a classic case of "annexation" of the sport. 

As we have shown, the association with sport has political utility. Additionally, "as 
sports figures become popular embodiments of heroic success, their celebrity status can 
become a resource for successful political recruitment" (Combs, 1984, p. 68). For 
example, in Liberia, former footballing great George Weah won the chair of president 
in 2017 largely due to his status as a national hero (IICRR, 2018). However, "the 
transfer of magic is not guaranteed": in 1976, the US presidential candidate, Gerald 
Ford, was supported by a plethora of athletes, which, however, did not bring him the 
success he craved (Combs, 1984, p. 67). The National Union for Romania's Progress 
party (UNPR) built its communication campaign in the 2019 European elections on the 
sporting successes of two former glories, Ilie Năstase (tennis) and Anghel Iordănescu 
(football), who opened the electoral list (Ştiripesurse, 2019). However, the strategy of 
annexing the two big names in sports failed miserably (GSP, 2019b). 

Simona Halep's star has attracted, through its growing brilliance, the Romanian political 
parties and Romanian politicians of recent years. One of Simona Halep's first political 
"annexations" took place in December 2013 (GSP, 2014a; Actualitatea Prahoveană, 
2014), after the 23-year-old athlete at the time, star of Romanian tennis, had a 
remarkable year in the WTA circuit, winning no less than six tournaments (GSP, 
2014b). To the surprise of some, the one who decided to publicly honor Halep was not 
the mayor of Constanţa, her hometown, Radu Mazăre, who had publicly expressed his 
reservations about the value of tennis (Libertatea, 2018), but, the mayor of the 
mountain town of Buşteni, Emanoil Savin. He granted the young sportswoman the title 
of honorary citizen of the locality, a distinction to which a 500-square-meter plot of 
land was later added (Jurnalul Prahovean, 2014b), for which Halep signed the 
paperwork two months later. 

"Buşteni will become the capital of Romanian tourism in the future and it seems natural 
to me that all the great Romanian personalities will have a house in this resort, where 
they will retire in their old age, a kind of neighborhood of champions. On the other 
hand, Buşteni supports the sporting performance and it seems natural to me to reward 
[Halep] properly", mayor Savin defended his gesture, according to Adevărul (2013). 

An article published in February 2014 on an online information platform by Buşteni 
City Hall noted (IloveBusteni, 2014) that "Simona Halep was welcomed today, 
according to tradition, with bread and salt and huge bouquets of flowers by the mayor 
of Buşteni, Emanoil Savin, at the Buşteni City Hall". The same piece of news pointed 



Vasile-Teodor BURNAR   15 

out that the ceremony was attended by the future neighbors of Halep, the judoka Alina 
Dumitru, gold medalist at the Olympic Games in 2008, and the fighter Ionuţ Iftimoaie, 
in turn rewarded by Emanoil Savin's mayor's office in previous years (Adevărul, 2014), 
as a part of a euphemistically called "tradition" – in fact a well-developed tourism 
marketing strategy by the officials of the institution from Buşteni, meant to increase the 
visibility of the town (Adevărul, 2013) and presumably to promote the mayor. No less 
than 50 personalities from various fields had been rewarded at that time by the Busteni 
City Hall and the mayor Emanoil Savin with the title of honorary citizen of the locality, 
the mayor talking about the creation of a "Champions Quarter" in Buşteni. The article 
went on to note that "Simona was dealt a big surprise, prepared especially for her by 
Emanoil Savin, namely two huge cakes, one in the form of a tennis racket and the other 
representing the trophy won in Doha“ (IloveBusteni, 2014. Please note that the underlinings 
in both quoted paragraphs belong to us and want to highlight the self-laudatory, sometimes hyperbolic 
rhetoric practiced by Buşteni City Hall and Emanoil Savin at the award ceremony in honor of Simona 
Halep). 

More interesting than the honors themselves – in fact, typical and practiced all around 
the world for exceptional achievements in a field of activity - was the ceremony staged 
for Halep. A filming of the event (Ziua de Constanta, 2014) shows how, at the entrance 
to the Buşteni City Hall, the sportswoman is greeted by Mayor Savin with the two 
festive cakes. The score is provided by a harmonica player hired by the town hall, who 
performs the couplet: 

 

With respect and value 
The honorary citizen 

Made her life beautiful 
The tennis player from Constanţa! 

 
She has no worries or care 

World number 7, aye, 
And I'll win game after game, 

‘cuz I also wanna win a Grand Slam! 
 

The association of Buşteni with Simona Halep, who announced her intention to build a 
house in the city (Libertatea, 2014), was just beginning to take shape. In the summer of 
the same year, after the final played at Roland Garros, the new honorary citizen was 
congratulated by the local mountain rescuers. "The Princess of the Carpathians", as she 
was nicknamed ad hoc by the local press (Jurnal Prahovean, 2014a), was honored by 
the authorities with a huge banner raised over 2300 meters high, under a symbolic 
place, the Monument of Heroes – the Cross of Caraiman. On the banner, an onlooker 
could read, in huge letters, "Thank you Simona Halep!". 

In the summer of 2017, right after surprisingly losing the final at Roland Garros to 
Jelena Ostapenko, Halep returned to Buşteni where, according to press, she was 
received with honors (Fanatik, 2017) by local officials represented by Mayor Irinel 
Ghiţă and Deputy Mayor Nae Savel. It should be noted that the former mayor, 
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Emanoil Savin, who had opened the series of honors towards Simona Halep, had 
meanwhile become a senator. 

In October 2017, a message from the parliamentarian for the newly crowned world 
leader received publicity. "Unlike others, Emanoil Savin knows a champion when he 
sees one" an article in the national press stated (Republika News, 2017). "He greeted 
most of Romania's great athletes in Buşteni, when he was mayor of the Prahova resort. 
One of the biggest, obviously, is Simona Halep", the source noted. 

In December 2017, just two months after securing the world number 1 position, a 
premiere in Romanian women's tennis, Halep received, also from Buşteni, a rare 
accolade, being honored with an occasional postage stamp, valid on the spot for only 
one day, and also with a postcard. The initiative belonged to the same Savin, this being 
a joint venture by the Buşteni City Hall, the Bartoc Cultural Foundation, the Bucharest 
Philatelists’ Association and the national postal services operator, Poşta Română 
(Observatorul Prahovean, 2017). The stamp contained the inscription “WORLD 
NUMBER 1 IN THE 2017 WTA RANKING”, and the postcard showed Simona 
Halep next to the globe. The reverse of the illustration marked the connection between 
Buşteni and Halep, emphasizing that the latter, "HONORARY CITIZEN OF 
BUŞTENI, BECAME ON OCTOBER 7, 2017, IN BEIJING, THE LEADER OF 
WORLD TENNIS", with the text being superposed on an image of the mountain city. 
500 copies of the postcard were put on general sale. 

Buşteni City Hall's desire to "capitalize" on Simona Halep's success was also evident in 
the summer of 2018, less than a month after her triumph at Roland Garros. Then, the 
mayor's office officials issued and released for circulation a new limited series of 400 
postcards, inscribed with the face of Simona Halep and the Roland Garros trophy, a 
gesture occasioned by the Buşteni City Days. The postcard portraying Halep served, 
inter alia, "to mark the 110th anniversary of the first documentary attestation of 
Buşteni". Observers noted that the tribute was normal, as another world number one in 
Romanian tennis, former glory Ilie Năstase, had also enjoyed it (ProSport, 2018b). 

The road opened by Buşteni was followed by other public institutions and officials 
from Romania. In June 2014, on the very day when Halep climbed to 5th place in the 
world, the local councilors from Constanţa, together with the mayor Radu Mazăre, 
finally offered her in absentia the distinction of honorary citizen and the key of the city, 
as well as a land of about 500 square meters in the locality (Digi24, 2014). "Of course, 
there are some who will say that they proposed to make her an honorary citizen a few 
months ago and I said that she must grow. I see it stimulated her and she grew very 
fast. Once again, congratulations! ", mayor Mazăre was quoted as saying. A local 
councilor, Stelian Gima, noted that Halep brings international notoriety to Constanţa, 
likening its reputation to that of the well-known summer resort of Mamaia (ibid.). 

"Many in Călăraşi wonder why Halep  
is an honorary citizen" 

One of the cases of political annexation of Simona Halep that raised the most eyebrows 
took place in Călăraşi, on November 28th, 2018 (Observator de Călăraşi, 2018). 
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Coming after an exceptional year, the leader of the WTA hierarchy accepted the 
invitation of the local officials, led by mayor Daniel Ştefan Drăgulin, to pay them a visit 
to receive the title of honorary citizen of Călăraşi municipality. It is interesting to note 
that the invitation was issued through the Călăraşi Branch of the Romanian Aromanian 
Community, which also organized a special event in her honor. According to Romanian 
media (Fanatik, 2018), about 700 Aromanians lived in Călăraşi at the time. Faced with 
doubters of its honesty, the organization was quick to motivate its approach: "The 
grandparents from the father’s side, Halep Stere and Zoica, grandparents Halep Nicolae 
and Sirma, as well as grandparents from the mother’s side, Pufleanu Dumitru and 
Chiraţa, and grandparents Pufleanu Pana, emigrated to Cadrilater in 1932, locating in 
Rahman-Asiclar commune, Călăraşi county, passed through Călăraşi on arrival, 
frequented Călăraşi municipality through their preoccupations and so connected with 
Călăraşi ” (Jurnalul de Calarasi, 2018). 

On a blizzard, Halep arrived in Călăraşi, where the workers fought with the snow all 
morning to pave way. "There has been no such mobilization since the elections", was 
the extremely expressive comment of one of the workers (Sport.ro, 2018). The festive 
agenda included a visit to the office of the mayor Drăgulin, the presence at a show 
honoring the champion, the handing over of the title of honorary citizen by the mayor, 
press statements and an autograph session. 

Of interest for the present analysis is the way in which the initiators of the event 
justified their gesture and exploited the moment in the media. Thus, Mayor Drăgulin 
declared: “Why Simona Halep? Because she is Romanian. Why Simona Halep? Because 
Romania lacks models. She is a model of work, ambition, perseverance, effort. All this 
is embodied in this golden lump that Romania has and which is called Simona Halep. 
We are a small community, around 68,000 inhabitants, who I am convinced are 
following Simona. Why Simona Halep? Because she is ours and, although she does not 
have a Călăraşi ID, we adopted her, and I am honored that I am her contemporary”. 
The same Drăgulin promised a tennis complex in Călăraşi that was to be named after 
the tennis player (Ediţia.ro, 2018). Taking advantage of Halep's presence in Călăraşi, the 
mayor then seemed to validate his own public policies (Marsh, 2010, p. 327), stating 
that “Today is a time when, slowly, slowly, Călăraşi sits (sic!) on the map of Romania as 
a city where things are done, step by step, so that the citizens of this city feel ever closer 
to home" (Observator de Călăraşi, 2018). 

This time too, the media highlighted the ritual staged for Simona Halep: the tennis 
player " was greeted with bread and salt" by two children in traditional Romanian 
costumes (Actualitatea de Călăraşi, 2018) and was received in the office of the mayor 
Daniel Ştefan Drăgulin, signing in the book of honor and also on a miniature flag” 
(Ziua de Constanţa, 2018).  

Not all the people of Călăraşi welcomed the invitation extended to Halep, however. In 
a video dedicated to the event, Pro TV news remarked, with transparent irony, that "in 
Călăraşi there is no tennis court and many people in the city wonder why Halep is an 
honorary citizen", given that "she never had any connection with this city" (Sport.ro, 
2014). In an article titled “Tennis player from Constanţa, Simona Halep, will receive the 
title of honorary Călăraşi. This is why ... “, the journalist Marian Pîrloagă, from the 
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publication Atitudinea din Călăraşi, ironically commented on the whole approach, 
suggesting that it represented a sample of political opportunism (Atitudinea din 
Călăraşi, 2018). 

The most acid comment regarding the distinction given to Halep in Călăraşi came, 
however, from the local journal Realitatea din Călăraşi, in an article entitled, 
suggestively, "Sula1 … the Prefecture… Drăgulin… the Press Office and Simona Halep!", that 
catalogued the event as a "masquerade" with the "sole purpose" of promoting the 
mayor: 

We believe that the great champion Simona Halep has nothing to do with the 
city of Călăraşi. Our newspaper refuses to take part in this masquerade with the 
sole purpose (...) to promote the image of Daniel Ştefan Drăgulin, on the advice 
of some councilors paid with public money, who have no idea what world they 
live in. (Realitatea din Călăraşi, 2018) 

A successful annexation: Emil Boc 

Another Romanian politician and mayor, the former prime minister Emil Boc, currently 
the mayor of Cluj-Napoca, had a clearly superior media coverage regarding the 
association with Simona Halep. Over time, Boc, a regular of appearances next to 
athletes and singers (Antena 3, 2011), stood out as a supporter of the Fed Cup 
(women's tennis) team of Romania – which he hosted in Cluj in 2016, twice in 2018 
(when he met Simona Halep at the airport), and in 2020 respectively. Moreover, in 
2018, Boc was warmly embraced by Simona Halep at the end of the match with Patty 
Schnyder, a gesture that made the rounds around Romania. "Surely no mayor in the 
world will have this honor," Boc said at the time, according to Fanatik (2018). 

In February 2019, when Romania played again with the Czech Republic, this time away, 
in the quarterfinals of the Fed Cup, Mayor Boc made his way abroad, where he was 
leader of the fans and drummer-in-chief, being noticed and praised, for his efforts, by 
Halep (Pal, 2019). It is noteworthy that the group of supporters from Transylvania 
displayed a banner in Ostrava on which was written "Cluj-Napoca supports the 
Romanian team" (Andrei, 2019). 

Two months later, in the Fed Cup semi-final against France, played in Rouen, Emil Boc 
"relapsed", stepping once again in the spotlight as leader of the Romanian fans who 
went to the Hexagon, with the mayor being singled out for praise by the non-playing 
captain of Romania, Florin Segărceanu (Monitorul, 2019a). According to Gazeta 
Sporturilor, which interviewed him on that occasion, the "ultras" Boc "was a one-man 
show at the confrontation France - Romania 3-2, from the Fed Cup semifinals. The 
mayor led the supporters in the stands, acting like a real supporter during the two days 
of the competition" (Dinu, 2019). 

The frequent appearances at Romania’s tennis matches and his friendship with Simona 
Halep seem to have benefited Emil Boc and Cluj, the mayor being labeled by the press 

                                                             
1 Expletive with sexual connotations, in Romanian. 
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as "a big fan of tennis", which allowed him to talk about the possibility of Cluj hosting 
a WTA tournament. The move would further increase the prestige of the Transylvanian 
city, which in recent years has stood out through the electronic music festival 
UNTOLD (Prodan, 2015). In his turn, the businessman Ion Ţiriac, a close friend of 
Halep, confirmed that he will discuss with Emil Boc on this topic (GSP, 2019a). 
Moreover, the press speculated that Boc's presence on Romania's trips was part of a 
communication strategy developed to lobby a future indoor tournament in Cluj, which 
was to be organized from 2020 (Sport.ro, 2019; Media9, 2019a). Some local journalists 
were not at all convinced of the sudden passion for tennis of Boc and his men. 
Commenting on the presence of a real squadron from Cluj Municipality at the match in 
Rouen, a publication sarcastically shouted, referring to "Simona Halep's directors’ 
gallery": "Come on Romania! We are locking the City Hall!" (Media9, 2019b). 

In June 2019, Halep returned to Cluj, with the city hosting (with the direct support of 
the Cluj County Council), for the second year in a row, Sports Festival (Ziare.com, 
2019), where the tennis player starred in an exhibition. Again, the good relations 
between Emil Boc and Simona Halep came to light: during the exhibition, Halep 
invited Boc on the court, lent him the racket and played for him the role of a ball girl, 
provoking him to a „duel” with her father. Simona Halep even bowed to Mayor Boc 
(Burnar 2019a), to the thunderous ovations of 10,000 spectators. Conjecturally, it can 
be speculated that Boc earns political kudos from his association with Halep: the tennis 
player publicly expressed, on the same occasion, her gratitude to the mayor (in obvious 
contrast to her snubbing of Bucharest mayor Gabriela Firea on the National Arena – 
see Conţescu, 2018) and her endorsement of a WTA tournament in Cluj, an event that 
would further increase the city's fame and, consequently, the already high approval 
rating of Mayor Boc (Monitorul, 2019b; Monitorul, 2019c). 

Gabriela Firea and the failed annexation in Bucharest 

What worked for Emil Boc and Cluj turned, however, spectacularly against another 
Romanian politician, namely Gabriela Firea, the general mayor of Bucharest between 
2016 and 2020. She had her first contact with Halep in February 2018, when the 
politician awarded her with the title of honorary citizen at the Excelsior Theater (GSP, 
2018a), "as a sign of recognition of sporting merits", as shown in an internal act of the 
Bucharest Municipality (CGMB, 2018). In June 2018, immediately after Halep won the 
final in Paris, the Bucharest Municipality was asked by the champion and her staff to 
organize a meeting with the fans, to present a replica of the trophy (GSP, 2018b). After 
recriminations that the Municipality marginalizes the event (DC News, 2018), the 
agreed place was the National Arena, the largest stadium in Romania (capacity: 55,634), 
and the date was set for June 11. In context, two days before, a Social Democratic Party 
(PSD) rally "against judicial abuses" had taken place in Bucharest, attended by about 
two hundred thousand supporters of the political party of which Gabriela Firea was a 
member (Hotnews, 2018a). She made a speech in front of the crowd, followed by the 
PSD leader, Liviu Dragnea, who opened his speech by urging people to congratulate 
Simona Halep because "she brought us joy after 40 years". PSD supporters present in 
Victoriei Square reacted with loud applause. 
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Two days later, according to the press, "at the opening of the ceremony, the general 
mayor of Bucharest, Gabriela Firea (PSD)", wearing the tricolor scarf on her chest, 
"offered Simona Halep the symbolic key to the city and tried briefly to talk, but was 
booed off stage by the 20,000 people in the stands, who then chanted the 
sportswoman's name. Firea left the Arena before the end of the ceremony, at which 
point the boos turned even more intense" (Acum TV, 2018). As a result, "after this 
incident Gabriela Firea wrote on her Facebook page that the boos came from teams of 
hateful citizens, who came well organized, strategically placed among decent people" 
(Ştirile TVR, 2018). The mayor lamented that "no good deed goes unpunished" and 
accused "the Soros’ propaganda apparatus" and "its press henchmen", "fake news", 
"malicious comments" or "money received from dubious NGOs to transform 
Bucharest into a city under siege. Faced with an avalanche of insults and other critical 
comments, which accused her of "using Simona's image for some political capital" 
(Vice, 2018) Firea had to shut down her Facebook page three times in just twenty hours 
(Newsweek, 2018). 

But it was not only the appearance of Gabriela Firea next to Simona Halep and the fact 
that she preceded her in the order of speeches that infuriated people. After the 
ceremony, 

a set of collages and videos designed in PSD laboratories, accredits the idea that 
tennis player Simona Halep, winner of the Roland Garros tournament, cheered 
on Sunday on the National Arena by tens of thousands of Bucharest residents, 
especially families with children, would have been, in fact, the booed one and 
not the general mayor of PSD Gabriela Firea (…). The materials, which would 
make Goebbels' propaganda apparatus envious, were conceived, as revealed by 
the former president of PSD Victor Ponta, by a certain George Harabagiu from 
Neamţ, brought along at the PSD headquarters in Bucharest by Liviu Dragnea, 
president of PSD. The materials were disseminated by the PSD organizations 
Giurgiu, Mehedinţi, Tulcea, Constanţa, Bucharest, Ilfov, Vâlcea (...). He 
distributed at 20:01 the piece which was then taken over by many PSD county 
organizations, and wrote «Alert the organizations and dissemination groups in 
the counties. Maximize the impact of the posting. Divide into groups! » (Acum 
TV, 2018). 
 

Harabagiu, the coordinator of PSD's online campaigns, was fired by the then PSD 
president, Liviu Dragnea, after the controversial campaign (Digi24, 2018), which 
outraged a good part of the Romanian media and public (Dobrescu, 2018). Through 
many of its members, PSD admitted that it had mismanaged the entire event, 
apologizing to Halep and its fans and eating humble pie for the "unforgivable blunder". 
"Simona Halep deserved neither the faking of the meaning of the Monday night 
festivity, nor the use of her name in an unintelligent manner. We have an obligation to 
apologize for this gesture. I personally do it", wrote the social democrat Ionuţ 
Vulpescu, former Minister of Culture, on his Facebook page (Eremia, 2018). 

Mayor Firea also issued a mea culpa, following the wave of public criticism, stating after 
a few days that, based on her experience as a former journalist, she believed that “this is 
how it happens all over Europe, this is how it is done in America” (Ţopescu, 2018).  
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In the Romanian media, the event was front page material for days in a row, generating 
a unanimously negative stance against the actions of the politician and condemning the 
political intrusion in sports (Dumitrescu, 2018). The general note was to qualify the 
appearance of the mayor next to Halep as a major blunder, a huge communication and 
political marketing error by the Municipality and especially by Firea personally. 
Covering the topic, Vice noted that “Simona Halep's victory at Roland Garros is about 
the only joy that the Romanian people still have today. Thus, it did not escape without 
being stained by the political dirt we are in" (Roşu, 2018). 

Halep herself sought to distance herself from the scandal created around the moment, 
declaring: “I don't do politics, I don't say anything, I just went to share this joy of 
showing people the trophy. I went there strictly for the people, I do not want to 
comment on this topic" (Sport.ro, 2018). 

Significant for our discussion is that what happened in Bucharest in June 2018 led the 
debate in another direction, some observers (Cartianu, 2019) wondering why a similar 
approach aimed at Halep, that of Mayor Emil Boc in Cluj (in the many cases previously 
described), worked in Transylvania, but failed dramatically for Gabriela Firea. The 
explanations can be neither categorical nor final, being rather a combination of factors: 
the public image of each of the mayors (generally good for Boc, seen as a progressive 
politician, in contrast to Firea, allegedly an impostor in politics), the political affiliation 
of each (an anti-PSD wave in Romanian society for the past five years being detrimental 
for the mayor of Bucharest), the positive promotion of Cluj in the mainstream press, 
unlike that of Bucharest, and so forth. A member of the National Audiovisual Council, 
Radu Herjeu, commented that the attitude of the press and public opinion in the case 
of Firea and Boc's association with Halep reeks of double standards and "propaganda": 
"Aha, I finally understood what propaganda wants to say! It's awful, even an electoral 
mess, to hand over the key of the capital city to the world number 1 in tennis, but it's a 
great and praiseworthy human refinement, totally apolitical on top, to go with the drum 
(!!!) to tennis matches and sneak in all the pictures with our players!" (DC News, 2019). 

Climbing up the political ladder: when Halep received 
the Presidential award 

The President of Romania, Klaus Iohannis, in turn awarded public honors to Halep, in 
July 2019, after she had won the Wimbledon tournament. As a result of her triumph, 
the sportswoman then received the highest decoration of the State: The National Order 
"Star of Romania" in the rank of Knight (Burnar 2019b). The ceremony was hosted by 
the Union Hall of the Cotroceni Palace, bordered by stained glass windows depicting 
the great historical figures of the Romanians, from Basarab I to Constantin 
Brâncoveanu. "Thank you on behalf of Romanians for the way you promote Romanian 
sport" the President told the tennis star (Digi 24, 2019), with the two also discussing 
the possibility of a match, which would have been televised. Halep would later 
countermand the match, "advised by relatives not to enter political games" (Conţescu, 
2020). 
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Interestingly, Simona Halep's political "annexation" came not only from politicians, but 
also, surprisingly, from fans. In August 2018, a fan of Halep from the diaspora took 
advantage of her presence at a match in Montreal to criticize, through an invective, the 
ruling party in Romania (PSD), being then imitated by other spectators (Dobrescu, 
2018). In the end, Halep asked her fans to refrain from such actions (Chiujdea, 2018). A 
speculative explanation for choosing Simona Halep's match as an outlet for political 
frustrations, as a site of political protest, must take into account the high visibility of the 
event and the (self-) portrayal of the Romanian diaspora as a spokesman for the 
democratic aspirations of Romanians as a whole. 

The political use of Simona Halep as a vaccination vector 
during the COVID-19 outbreak  

Yet another instance in which Halep was used by Romanian politicians arised during 
the COVID-19 outbreak in 2020. At the start of the pandemic, when the situation was 
tense and Romanian authorities urged people to follow the health guidances they issued 
to curb the transmission of the virus, Halep was one of the celebrities who recorded a 
Public Service Announcement-type video message which was meant to inform about 
the risks of the pandemic, in March 2020 (GSP, 2020). 

Subsequently, at the beginning of 2021, Halep was coopted by the Health Ministry of 
Romania to help the Romanian State in its propaganda effort to convince the general 
public of the effectiveness of the new vaccines that were just starting to be rolled out 
and administered against COVID-19. On January 5th, 2021, the Facebook page of the 
Ministry ran an image of Halep, containing a short quote: “Yes, I will surely take the 
vaccine jab”, a photo which was accompanied by the caption: 

Simona Halep is not only a sportswoman we admire, but also an example of 
responsibility to follow. After conquering COVID-19, Simona wants to get the 
vaccine, now she knows how the disease feels like. 
"Yes, I will surely take the jab when possible, because I want this pandemic to 
end once and for all", Simona said. We all want it to end as soon as possible. To 
get back to the things and people we love. To our favourite sports. For that, we 
need to be responsible, to be like Simona. #RoVACCINation (Ministerul 
Sănătăţii, 2021) 
 

Although one can say that this is not an instance where a particular politician has taken 
credit for showing up next to Halep, we argue that this is another case of political 
instrumentalization, as the Romanian State is a political actor per se on the continental 
and the world stage, and on this occasion it plainly aimed to use Halep to inject life into 
a floundering vaccination effort (Onciu, 2021), which goes to show the sports hero’s 
value for politics in this day and age, as his / her platform reaches millions of people, in 
some cases much more than a politician or a group of politicians will ever be able to. 
To put things into perspective, the Romanian elections of 6 December 2020 drew to 
the ballots only circa 6 million people (Rezultatevot.ro, 2020), less than one in three 
voters. It was the lowest turnout after the Romanian Revolution of 1989 (Prelipceanu, 
2020), and it showed that Romanian people are disenchanted with politics, while 
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Romanian politicians suffer from a lack of legitimacy. Hence, the use of sporting greats 
to endorse the contentious (at least, in the early stages) vaccination program. 

Conclusions 

As early as 2013, Simona Halep started to be appealing to Romanian politicians. The 
pioneer of Simona's public recognition was the mayor of Buşteni, the first mayor in 
Romania to award the Constanţa native the diploma of honorary citizen, amid 
disinterest in Halep by other public authorities. From that moment on, alongside 
continuous improvements in the WTA rankings for Halep, the acts of homage coming 
from politicians began to multiply. Although the public honors practiced by officials 
towards a sports hero are commonly practiced worldwide, both the Romanian media 
and public have denounced in select cases the lack of legitimacy of certain initiatives, 
criticizing the said politicians as opportunists. In some cases, one can speak of a faulty 
application of an established communication strategy or a wrong judgment of the 
context by the organizers. Other politicians have not suffered the same fate, receiving 
preferential treatment from both Halep and the public and the media. This analysis, 
combining theories about the instrumentalization of sportspeople by politics with 
empirical research and the analysis of journalistic discourse, did not aim to provide 
definitive answers or issue verdicts on the legitimacy, morality or immorality of these 
public actions. Future studies have the mission to enrich our approach and to reveal the 
motivations of political actors in relation to the honored athletes. 
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Abstract: A decent standard of living could be defined by covering general biological and social needs 
at a given time. In the following we will see how different income categories could ensure or not, a decent 
standard of living in urban and rural areas for the family of adults with dependent children, based on 
data collected inside the grant GAR-UM-2019-XI-5.5-8/15.10.2019 named ‘Decent standard of 
living for families with school-age children’. The research sample included 173 families with school-age 
children and data were collected through questionnaires, from 1 April to 30 June 2020. We were 
interested in several aspects of the life of these families, among which the accessibility of children to 
current forms of education; the possibility of asserting the couple's partners and their possibility to aspire 
to the best possible schools for their children; the extent to which parents' rights are respected both in the 
workplace and in society; their safety at home, at work and on the street. Also, we looked at concerns 
related to expenditures and satisfaction with daily life of the respondents. 

Keywords: family with children; school; child aged 6-14 years; standard of living; aspirations; 
concerns. 

 

Introduction 

The daily habits of people around the world have been suddenly turned upside down 
by the pandemic caused by SARS-COV-2. The health crisis was followed by an 
economic crisis. People were forced to carry out their income-generating activities from 
home, in part or total employment. Meetings with family, friends or participation in 
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various social, cultural and leisure activities remained a memory. The end of February 
2020 announced in Romania the first case of infection with SARS-COV-2, a situation 
that subsequently triggered taking exceptional measures to protect the population, its 
forced stay at home and the adoption of ten Military Ordinances, the first being 
implemented with March 18, 2020. The effects of these military ordinances in Romania 
led to a change in people's mobility (table 1): visits to shops and other recreational trips 
decreased by over 80%, walking in parks decreased by an average of 60%, travel to jobs 
by employees decreased to about 40%, and staying in residential space increased by 
more than 14% 1 

 
Table 1. Mobility in the most affected counties of Romania 

 Retail Shopping Parks Stations Work Housing 

Suceava -85% -65% -49% -78% -48% +17% 

Bucuresti -85% -50% -86% -74% -45% +18% 

Neamt  -80% -55% -62% -79% -39% +16% 

Brasov -85% -61% -79% -79% -43% +17% 

Constanta -80% -49% -72% -69% -37% +16% 

Arad  -81% -55% -45% -69% -38% +15% 

Hunedoara -82% -53% -66% -67% -44% +14% 

Source: Romanian Government data (April 3, 2020) 
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/coronavirus-rom%C3%A2nia-cum-s-a-schimbat-mobilitatea-
oamenilor-%C3%AEn-starea-de-urgen%C8%9B%C4%83-%C8%99i-cum-vom-fi-
urm%C4%83ri%C8%9Bi-prin-telefoanele-mobile/30527518.html. 

 

In Romania, employees sent home in technical unemployment received 75% of the 
gross employment salary. Government aid for technically unemployed private sector 
employees amounted to 75% of the gross salary of the employee, but not more than 
75% of the average gross salary per economy2. The government granted the payment of 
the aid, for the employees who are technically unemployed from the budget of the 
Ministry of Labor3, through the National Employment Agency (ANOFM), to 
companies that are in the following two situations: the first situation was that of 
companies directly affected by “restrictive measures that were ordered by the authorities in an 
emergency, such as: hotels, restaurants, cafes, entertainment institutions by suspending activity during 
the emergency situation expedite". This included companies that have totally or partially 
discontinued their activity, as a direct result of the measures imposed by the authorities. 
The second situation concerned companies indirectly affected by the crisis. They must 

                                                             
1  https://romania.europalibera.org/a/coronavirus-rom%C3%A2nia-cum-s-a-schimbat-mobili-

tatea-oamenilor-%C3%AEn-starea-de-urgen%C8%9B%C4%83-%C8%99i-cum-vom-fi-urm% 
C4%83ri%C8%9Bi-prin-telefoanele-mobile/30527518.html). 

2  https://romania.europalibera.org/a/somaj-coronavirus-technique-as-the-government-what-

companies-must-do/30497645.html 
3  http://www.mmuncii.ro/j33/index.php/ro/comunicare/comunicate-de-presa/5856-situa% 

C8% 9Bia-individual-employment-contracts% C4% 83-suspended-% C3% AEcused-on-April-
2, 2020. 
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prove that their turnover has fallen by at least 25% in order to be eligible for technical 
unemployment benefits. 

When austerity was installed, the population resized its consumption, in the sense of 
compressing or closing certain types of expenditures. According to the data of the 
National Institute of Statistics, the average income of a Romanian in the last quarter of 
the year 2019 was 1,940 lei. Over 80% of them went to consumer spending (food, non-
food, services), taxes, contributions and other contributions. The increase of salaries in 
Romania preceded the increase of prices, in the time horizon February 2018 - February 
20201  

 
Chart 1. Evolution of consumer price indices and average net earnings, between 

February 2018 and February 2020 
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Source: https://insse.ro/cms/sites/default/files/com_presa/com_pdf/cs02r20.pdf 

 

Reseach methodology and objectives  

A decent life is defined by covering general biological and social needs at a given time. 
In the following we will see how different income categories could ensure, or not, a 
decent life for families with dependent school children from primary and secondary 
school.  

The micro-research took place between 1 April and 30 June 2020 and consisted of a 
semi-structured questionnaire with 30 questions, including objective and subjective 
indicators, applied to 173 families with school-age children 6-14 years of age, in 
Bucharest, in order to determine the monthly consumption of these families.  

                                                             
1 https://insse.ro/cms/sites/default/files/com_presa/com_pdf/cs02r20.pdf 
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The selection of families was done by the "snowball" method, until the information was 
saturated. The methodology also included an interview guide for teachers who know 
the school needs of children and an interview guide for medical professionals 
(pediatrician/family doctor) who know the medical and hygiene needs of school 
children, especially in the conditions of COVID-19 pandemic.  

From the literature and from the discussions held on the ground during the exploratory 
phase of the research, with families having children between the ages of 6 to 14, several 
problems were identified: financial problems and insufficient income to support their 
children; problems related to enrolling with the family doctor and providing quality 
medical care; lack of housing or insufficient space for families with more than one 
child, especially if they are of different sexes; increasing the amount of allowance due to 
children from 150 lei per month covering a small part of children's consumption needs; 
the situation of children whose parents go to work abroad and remain in the care of 
grandparents, other relatives or neighbours. 

Socio-demographic characteristics of study participants 

Families included in the sample have children of school age of 6 to 14 years and live in 
Bucharest and its surroundings. Almost all families participating in the study live in 
urban areas 97.6% and only 2.4% in rural areas.  

Of the 173 respondent families, 63% had children aged 6 to 10 years and 62% of 
families had children aged 11 to 14 years; 2% of families had children with health 
problems. They answered our questions: the mothers of these children 70% of the sample, 
fathers 21.4%, other relatives 2.9% and other situations 1.7%. Respondents were 
grouped by the following age categories: between 26-35 years old (16.4%); between 36-
45 years old (56.9%); between 46-55 years old (23.1%); and 61-78 years (3.6%).  

The marital status of the respondents with children is as follows: married 84.9%, divorced 
11% and other situations 4.1%. As a state of health, parents generally declare 
themselves to be in good health 54.3%, in very good health 32.9% and satisfactory 
11%. Only 3 respondents in the sample stated that they were in poor health.  

The level of education of the respondents is mainly with higher education 45.2% 
(graduated, master and doctorate), followed by those with secondary education (26.8%), 
vocational school and unfinished high school (23.7%). The share of those with training 
up to full secondary school is insignificant (2.4%). Regarding the life partner and he has 
a level of training mainly with higher education (graduate, master and doctorate) 36.4%, 
ie over a third of the sample, with secondary education (vocational school, unfinished 
and graduated high school, college unfinished) we have a share of 47.4%. 16.2% did 
not answer this question. 

As referring to living, about 73% of the interviewees owned a personal property and 
18.5% lived with their parents / in-laws / other relatives, an extremely small percentage 
(4%) lived with rent at the time of the research. Regarding the assessment of their own 
home, the respondents say they are "very satisfied" with grades of 8, 9 and 10; about 
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63% of respondents say "neither satisfied nor dissatisfied" with grades 5, 6 and 7; only 
7% of the sample said they were "dissatisfied" with housing. 

Perceived accesibiliy to education and jobs  

The first set of questions refers to children's accessibility to current forms of education, 
insofar as they are desired by parents; the possibility of asserting the couple's partners 
and their possibility to aspire to the best possible schools for their children; the extent 
to which parents' rights are respected both in the workplace and in society; as well as 
their safety at home, at work and on the street.  

Regarding the accessibility of children to current forms of education, families appreciate it, as 
being high and very high, in a percentage of 68.2%; the possibility for the respondent to 
find a job, if he wishes, is appreciated as high and very high, by almost 55% of the 
sample; 47.3% signify the positive appreciation related to the affirmation in life and 
63.6% the observance to a high extent of the rights; security at home and away from 
home is not a concern for 68.6% of families; in terms of finding a job for the partner 
(43.3%), in correlation with the partner's assertion in life were rated as "high" and "very 
high" by the respondents (41.7%); just over half (52%) of the respondents rated the 
care provided by the medical staff to which they belong or to whom they addressed 
with various health problems. 

Regarding the accessibility of children to current forms of education, the respondent families 
in Bucharest appreciate in a percentage of 68.2% that the accessibility of children is 
high and very high. Modern teaching aids are tools meant to facilitate the transmission 
of knowledge, the formation of skills, the realization of practical applications in the 
instructive-educational process. Parents have obtained the right to stay at home with 
their children, paid by the employer, when classes are suspended for certain reasons. 
Along with the pandemic, the state of emergency and then the alert, the Government 
issued, by OUG no. 147/2020 the right to stay at home with children if the teaching 
activities that involve the actual presence in school were limited or suspended, due to 
the coronavirus. The right to these vacancies is maintained in 2021 (OUG 147), as long 
as parents are unable to work telework / work at home and do not go to school due to 
the evolution of COVID-19. 

The high and very high possibility of the respondent to find a job, if he/she wants, is 
appreciated with a percentage of almost 55%. A percent of 47.3% represents the 
positive appreciation related to the affirmation in life, and 63.6% the observance to a 
high extent of the rights; security at home and away from home is not a concern for 
68.6% of families; in terms of finding a job for the partner (43.3%), correlated with the 
partner's assertion in life were equally rated as "high" and "very high" by respondents 
(41.7%), slightly above half (52%) of the interviewees positively appreciated the 
provision of medical care. 

Expenditures and related concerns/fears  

The fears and worries of parents, who have school-age children, related to these extremely 
important aspects of life: education, employment, health cannot be ignored. To the 
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question: "What would be the main problems of families with school-age children in 
today's Romania?" several answers were given, in order of importance given by the 
respondents we offer the answers: "poverty" (48.8%), "lack of money" (27.7%), and at 
a great distance from the first two answers with 7. 2% percentage is placed "lack of 
school education". The current health crisis draws attention to an important issue, 
namely the confrontation with the "lack of school education" (27.7%), but also the 
"finding a job" by parents (23.7%). 

In the study conducted between 1 April to 30 June 2020, the estimated monthly expenses for 
raising and educating a child are differentiated by age groups, but also by the sex of the child as 
follows: most families in Bucharest, who have dependent boys aged 6 -10 years, 
respectively 22 families (47.8% of the sample) spent at the time of the survey between 
251 lei and 500 lei for the school child and 12 families (26% of the sample) exceeded 
the amount reaching up to 1,000 lei spent per child / boy / school  

A number of 28 families from Bucharest (39.5% of the sample), who have dependent 
boys aged 11-14, spent at the time of the survey between 500 lei and 1,000 lei for the 
school child, followed by 26 families (about 46.6% of the sample) who spent up to 500 
lei per child, and 15 families exceeded the amount of 1,000 lei per child / boy / school 
reaching up to 2,000 lei / month; 2 families reached 3,000 lei spent per month for the 
male school child. 

A pecent of 48% of the families in Bucharest, who have dependent girls aged 6-10 
spent between 500 and 1,000 lei per month, and 7 families (30% of the sample) spent at 
the time of the survey over 1,000 lei for a female school child. In the case of families 
with dependent girls aged 10-14 years, up to 1,000 lei were spent at the time of the 
survey (table 5) in 33 families (about 70% of the sample), only 14 families (almost 30% 
from the sample) exceeded the amount of 1,000 lei per female school child. 

The total expenses per family are within the following limits 1,000 and 13,000 lei (table 2); a 
little over a tenth (13%) spend monthly between 1,000 and 2,500 lei; 47% of the 
families declared the monthly consumption between 2,500 and 5,000 lei, approximately 
equal to those who spend between 5,000 lei and 7,500 lei (18.7%), respectively 7,500 
and 10,000 lei (15.5%). We have a percentage of 5% of families who spend over 10,000 
lei per month per family. 

 

Table 2. Total expenses 

Expenses between 
1,000-13,000 lei (ron) 

Number of families in the 
sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

1,000 – 2,500 lei 21 13.0 

2,501 – 5,000 lei 76 47.2 

5,001 – 7,500 lei 30 18.7 

7,501 – 10,000 lei 25 15.5 

10,000 – 13,000 lei 9 5.6 

Total expenses 
(12 families did not declare) 

161  100.0 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 
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In order to better understand to what type of monthly expenditure the money of the 
families participating in the study is allocated, we first analyzed the food expenses (table 3). 
This type of expenditure is appreciated by 75.3% as large and very large, and by 23% as 
suitable "so and so". 

 
Table 3. Food expenses 

Food expenses Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Small 3 1.8 

So and so 38 22.9 

Big 68 41.0 

Very big 57 34.3 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 

Expenditures on alcohol and cigarettes (table 8) are rated by more than a quarter of moderate 
respondents and one-fifth of families as "large" and "very large". Clothing and 
footwear expenditure is estimated by more than 40% of respondents as "large" and 
"very large" and by a number of families approximately equal to "so and so" in the 
monthly family budget. 

Parents' monthly expenses for children only are estimated by more than a third of respondents 
as "large" and by another third as "so and so"; about a third of parents make "very 
high" expenses for their children. In this regard, we find that there is an almost equal 
distribution between expenditures considered appropriate (32.5%), high (34.3%) and 
very high (28.9%). 

Housing costs (table 4) are estimated to be more moderate by most of the respondents 
(47.6%) and "high" by about a third 30% of them. About a tenth, however, considers 
them "very large". 

 

Table 4. Housing expenses: maintenance, installments 

Housing expenses: 
maintenance, installments 

Number of families in the 
sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Very small 3 1.8 

Small 14 8.4 

So and so 79 47.6 

Big 50 30.1 

Very big 18 10.8 

Not necessary 2 1.2 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 
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Transport costs are considered average: "so and so" of 38% of respondents and "small" of 
about a third of the families in the sample (31.3%). Health care expenditures are estimated 
by 40% of respondents "so and so" and "small" by 31.3% of families. Expenditures for 
culture, school, books, shows are estimated as averages of 40% of respondents, "large" by a 
quarter of them and "small" by only one-fifth 19.3% of families. Alimony expenses do not 
burden the budget of the families in the sample. 90% of them consider that this 
expenditure is "not the case"; and 61.3% consider that other expenditures in the 
household budget are "not the case". 

Incomes related to the needs 

The income obtained by the family in relation to the monthly needs (table 5) is enough only for 
the strictly necessary, a quarter of the respondents participating in the survey tell us; 
37% of them say they can buy some more expensive items but making efforts and 
reducing other spending chapters. These answers can be seen in the table below. 

 

Table 5. Total family income in relation to needs 

Total family income in 
relation to needs 

Number of families in the 
sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

They are not enough for 
what is strictly necessary 

12 7.2 

They are enough for what 
is strictly necessary 

42 25.3 

They are enough for a 
decent restrictive life 

35 21.1 

We can also buy some 
more expensive items, but 
with effort 

62 37.3 

We have everything we 
need, without much effort 

15 9.0 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 
Access to food in relation to income (table 6) is totally satisfactory for 32% of families; 21.7% 
consider that they rarely buy some products over what they absolutely need, and 15% 
state that: "sometimes we can't buy everything we need for the whole family" and "they 
manage to buy only for the child / children what it's absolutely necessary ". 

Regarding the access to clothing and footwear products in relation to the existing income over a third 
of families (34.3%) less often buy some products over what we absolutely need; 20.5% 
consider that "sometimes we can't buy everything that is necessary for the whole 
family", and 18% "manage to buy only for the child / children what is absolutely 
necessary". 
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Table 6. Access to food 

Access to food Number of families 
in the sample 

Frequency in the 
total sample (%) 

We can't even buy what is strictly necessary 
for the child / children 

15 9.0 

We manage to buy only for the child / 
children what is absolutely necessary 

24 14.5 

Most of the time we buy only for the child / 
children neglecting the whole family 

13 7.8 

Sometimes we can't buy everything we need 
for the whole family 

25 15.1 

We rarely buy for the whole family and some 
products over what we absolutely need 

36 21.7 

We buy everything we want for the whole 
family 

53 31.9 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 

Prioritizing the expenses  

It seems that in terms of prioritization (see tables 7-8) the most important expenses are 
the following: on the first position are placed the family obligations (73.3% of the 
sample), followed by the current expenses for child / children with 68 %, the home 
maintenance payment ranks third with 62%. 51.5% is the percentage of families who 
want to pay their installments at the bank and attaches importance to this aspect in the 
order of prioritization of expenses; and at an extremely short distance, but in fifth place 
is the payment of debts. 

 
Table 7. What priority do you give to housing maintenance payments? 

What priority do you give to 
housing maintenance 

payments? 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Maximum 1 103 62.0 

2 29 17.5 

3 27 16.3 

4 4 2.4 

Minimum 5 3 1.8 

Total 163 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 
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Table 8. What priority do you give to current expenses for the child / children? 

What priority do you give to 
current expenses for the child 

/ children? 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Maximum 1 113 68.1 

2 27 16.3 

3 23 13.9 

4 3 1.8 

Minimum 5 - - 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 

The assessment of the financial situation of the household (table 9) has the highest value on the 
eighth position of the measurement scale with 23.5%, the seventh position is occupied 
by 21.1% of families; the sixth and fifth position, ie the middle of the measurement 
scale, is occupied by 16.3%, respectively 15.7% of families. 

 
Table 9. How satisfied are you with the financial situation of the household 

How satisfied are you with the 
financial situation of the 

household? 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Minimum 1 - - 

2 1 0.6 

3 1 0.6 

4 14 8.1 

5 26 15.7 

6 27 16.3 

7 35 21.1 

8 39 23.5 

9 18 10.8 

Maximum 10 5 3.0 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 

 
Regarding the concerns of families (table 10) they concern to a large extent for the education 
of children (almost 8%), but also the loss of the job and the impossibility of not finding a new job 
(almost 5% of families). 
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Table 10. Concern for job loss/children's education 

Concern for: 
1. job loss 

2. children's education 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

To a very large extent 1- 13; 2- 8 1- 7.9; 2- 4.8 

Largely 1- 46; 2- 16 1- 27.9; 2- 9.7 

To a small extent 1- 60; 2- 82 1- 36.4; 2- 49.7 

To a very small extent 1- 38; 2- 53 1- 23.0; 2- 32.1 

Non answer 1- 8; 2- 6 1- 4.8; 2- 3.6 

Total answers 1- 165; 2- 165 1- 95.4; 2- 95.4 

No answers 1- 8; 2- 8 1- 4.6; 2- 4.6 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 

It cannot be said that about 65% of families have never had enough food; 32.4% rarely 
run out of money; about half of the sample were never able to buy drugs. 

Happiness and satisfaction 

The answers regarding the state of happiness in the last year (table 11) are gratifying, 
because almost 47% consider themselves quite happy and 12% even very happy, 32% 
appreciate their state of happiness: so and so. 

 
Table 11. The state of happiness in the last year 

The state of happiness in 
the last year 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Not very happy 7 4.0 

So and so 56 32.4 

Pretty happy 81 46.8 

Very happy 21 12.1 

Total answers 165 95.4 

They did not declare 8 4.6 

Total  sample 173 100.0 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 
Satisfaction with daily life (table 12) confirms what the respondents said in the previous 
question, namely the satisfied and very satisfied assessment of almost 60% of the 
sample, and over 30% are considered neither dissatisfied nor satisfied. 

 
Table 12. Satisfaction with everyday life 

Satisfaction with everyday 
life 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Dissatisfied 9 5.2 

Neither satisfied nor 
dissatisfied 

53 30.6 
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Satisfaction with everyday 
life 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Satisfied 83 48.0 

Very satisfied 20 11.6 

Total answers 165 95.4 

They did not declare 8 4.6 

Total sample 173 100.0 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 
And in terms of all aspects of your life lately, ‘how satisfied you are’ seems to respect the 
same preferences expressed by respondents, ie placing the answers at the top of the 
measurement scale. The largest share of the answers is in notes 8, 7, 6 and 9, as can be 
seen in table 13. 

 

Table 13. Appreciation of your recent condition 

Appreciation of your recent 
condition 

Number of families in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total sample 
(%) 

Minimum 1 - - 

2 - - 

3 2 1.2 

4 4 2.3 

5 11 6.4 

6 27 15.6 

7 47 27.2 

8 49 28.3 

9 21 12.1 

Maximum 10 4 2.3 

Total 165 95.4 

They did not declare 8 4.6 

Total sample 173 100.0 

Source: data collected in the grant ‘Decent standard of living for families with school-age children’. 

 

The importance of school for the success of the child's life is appreciated as extremely important 
to all families, the grades given being 8, 9 and 10. As leisure concerns of children in the first 
place were mentioned: extracurricular training in almost a quarter of families (24.9%), 
then play / meetings with other children (23.7%) and much less, but equally 
appreciated were walks with mom / dad / grandparents / friends (12%) and computer 
games respectively on (12%). 

Conclusions 
The families participating in the study appreciated certain aspects of their family life and 
how satisfied they are with them: the first aspect appreciated by the respondents was 
family life they responded with the statements satisfied and very satisfied 78%; the 
second aspect was related to the income obtained by the partners together, to which the 
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answers were given with the ratings satisfied 30.6% and so and so 30.1%, and 33% said 
they were dissatisfied with their income; the third aspect is related to the relations in 
society with other people appreciated as such and such by 40.5% and satisfactory by 
39.3%; the appreciation related to the couple's jobs which are satisfactory for 38.7% 
and so and so for 32.4%; how to spend free time with family is another aspect to which 
respondents answered satisfied 41% and very satisfied almost 29%; political life in the 
country is not a favorable option, 47.4% say they are dissatisfied with it, 17.3% say they 
are very dissatisfied and just as many, that is not the case; your family's achievements so 
far in life is the last question answered in this questionnaire and which received an equal 
percentage of 35.3% with satisfaction and 35.3% so and so, and 20.8% say they are very 
satisfied. 
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         Appendix  
 

Table 14. Expenses with boys in the age group 6-10 years 

Expenses with boys in the age group 
6-10 years between 50-2500 lei 

Number of children in 
the sample 

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

50 – 250 lei 7 15.2 

251 – 500 lei 22 47.8 

501 – 1000 lei 12 26.1 

1001 – 2000 lei 3 6.6 

2001 – 2500 lei 2 4.3 

Total children boys aged 6-10 years 
included in the sample 

46 (26.6% from the 
sample of children) 

100.0 

 

Table 15. Expenses with boys in the age group 11-14 years 

Expenses with boys in the age 
group 10-14 years 13-3,000 lei 

Number of children in 
the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

13 – 250 lei 9 12.7 

251-500 lei 17 23.9 

501 – 1,000 lei 28 39.5 

1,001 – 2,000 lei 15 21.1  

2,001 – 3,000 lei 2 2.8  

Total children boys aged 11-14 
years included in the sample 

71 (41.0% from the 
sample of children) 

100.0 

 

Table 16. Expenses with girls in the age group 6-10 years 

Expenses with girls in the age 
group 6-10 years between 250-8,000 

lei 

Number of children in 
the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

250 – 500 lei 5 21.7 

501 – 1,000 lei 11 47.9 

1,001 – 2,000 lei 5 21.7 

2,001 – 8,000 lei 2 8.7 

Total children girls aged 6-10 years 
included in the sample 

23 (13.3% from the 
sample of children) 

100.0 

 
 

Tabel 17. Expenses with girls in the age group 11-14 years 

Expenses with girls in the age 
group 6-10 years between  

200-4,000 lei 

Number of children in the 
sample  

Frequency in the 
total sample (%) 

200 – 500 lei 12 25.5 

501 – 1,000 lei 21 44.7 

1,001 – 2,000 lei 11 23.4 

2,001 – 4,000 lei 3 6.4 

Total children girls aged 10-14 years 
included in the sample 

47 (27.2% from the sample of 
children) 

100.0 
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Table 18. Expenses for alcoholic beverages and cigarettes 

Expenses for alcoholic 
beverages and 

cigarettes 

Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total sample 
(%) 

Very small 16 9.6 

Small 21 12.7 

So and so 45 27.1 

Big 29 17.5 

Very big 5 3.0 

Not necessary 50 30.1 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

 

Table 19. Clothing and footwear expenses 

Clothing and footwear 
expenses 

Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total sample 
(%) 

Very small 4 2.4 

Small 23 13.9 

So and so 71 42.8 

Big 45 27.1 

Very big 22 13.3 

Not necessary 1 0.6 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

 

Table 20. Expenses only for children 

Expenses only for 
children 

Number of families in 
the sample  

Frequency in the total sample 
(%) 

Small 6 3.6 

So and so 54 32.5 

Big 57 34.3 

Very big 48 28.9 

Not necessary 1 0.6 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

 

Table 21. Transport and subscription expenses 

Transport and 
subscription expenses 

Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Very small 20 12.0 

Small 52 31.3 

So and so 63 38.0 

Big 23 13.9 

Very big 2 1.2 

Not necessary 6 3.6 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 
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Table 22. Health care expenses 

Health care expenses Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Very small 18 10.8 

Small 52 31.3 

So and so 67 40.4 

Big 19 11.4 

Very big 8 4.6 

Not necessary 2 1.2 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

 

Table 23. Expenses for culture, school, books and shows. 

Expenses for culture, 
school, books and shows 

Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Very small 3 1.8 

Small 32 19.3 

So and so 67 40.4 

Big 41 24.7 

Very big 22 13.3 

Not necessary 1 0.6 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

 

Table 24. Alimony expenses 

Alimony expenses Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Very small 3 1.8 

Small 6 3.7 

So and so 4 2.4 

Big 2 1.2 

Very big 1 0.6 

Not necessary 148 90.2 

Total 164 100.0 

9 families did not declare - - 

 
 

Table 25. Other expenses 

Other expenses Number of families in the 
sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Small 2 1.2 

So and so 28 17.2 

Big 22 13.5 

Very big 11 6.7 

Not necessary 100 61.3 

Total 163 100.0 

10 families did not declare - - 
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                     Table 26. Access to clothing / footwear products 

Access to clothing / footwear products Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the 
total sample (%) 

There are situations in which we cannot buy what 
is strictly necessary for children 

19 11.4 

We manage to buy only for the child / children 
what is absolutely necessary 

30 18.1 

Sometimes we can't buy everything we need for 
the whole family 

34 20.5 

We rarely buy for the whole family and some 
products over what we absolutely need 

57 34.3 

We buy everything we want for the whole family 26 15.7 

Total 166 100.0 

7 families did not declare - - 

 
 

Table 27. What priority do you give to the payment of installments to banks? 

What priority do you give to the 
payment of installments to banks? 

Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Maximum 1 85 51.5 

2 7 4.2 

3 4 2.4 

4 3 1.8 

Minimum 5 43 26.1 

It's not necessary 23 13.9 

Total 165 100.0 

8 families did not declare - - 

 

Table 28. What priority do you give to the payment of debts? 

What priority do you give to the 
payment of debts? 

Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Maximum 1 83 50.6 

2 16 9.8 

3 7 4.3 

4 6 3.7 

Minimum 5 32 19.5 

It's not necessary 20 12.2 

Total 165 100.0 

9 families did not declare - - 

 
 

Table 29. What priority do you give to family obligations? 

What priority do you give to family 
obligations? 

Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Maximum 1 121 73.3 

2 10 6.1 

3 22 13.3 
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What priority do you give to family 
obligations? 

Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

4 5 3.0 

Minimum 5 7 4.2 

Total 165 100.0 

8 families did not declare - - 

 

Table 30. You didn't have enough food. 

You didn't have enough food Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Frequently 3 1.7 

Sometimes 15 8.7 

Rare 36 20.8 

Never 106 61.3 

No answer 4 2.3 

Total answers 164 94.8 

No answers 9 5.2 

Total sample 173 100.0 

 

Table 31. You ran out of money. 

You ran out of money Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Frequently 1,5 8.7 

Sometimes 50 28.9 

Rare 56 32.4 

Never 42 24.3 

No answer 3 1.7 

Total answers 166 96.0 

No answers 7 4.0 

Total sample 173 100.0 

 

Table 32. You could not buy medicine. 

You could not buy medicine Number of families 
in the sample  

Frequency in the total 
sample (%) 

Frequently 5 2.9 

Sometimes 28 16.2 

Rare 45 26.0 

Never 82 47.4 

No answer 5 2.9 

Total answers 165 95.4 

No answers 8 4.6 

Total sample 173 100.0 
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Abstract: The concept of poverty is multifaceted as regards to humanity because of its description 
as being spiritual and material. From its antiquity, poverty has contributed to hunger and other 
related effects such as diseases which have fuelled the devastations of global community in matters 
of food production. This article focuses on the Christian response to poverty and its implications to 
the 21st century Church. It addresses the nature of poverty as absolute and relative. The causes 
based on the Church’s historical proponents, theologians and biblical causes are highlighted. In its 
implications, one should take a holistic approach towards human sustenance of good life. God is 
the source of this wealth and material possessions are good and valuable, that man should not 
pride with it in exclusion of God. In conclusion, transformation of the sinful humanity is the 
beginning of the alleviation of both spiritual and material poverty. Stewardship and generosity are 
the gateway out of poverty. 
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Introduction 

The idea of poverty is systematically associated to man. Poverty is as old as man 
himself; hence, the eradication of poverty is very multifaceted. Around the globe 
poverty is explicitly an obstacle to many achievements. For example extreme hunger 
may lead to dangerous diseases that may cause man to become un-functionable in 
matters of efficiency in production. 

If Christians are to respond to the extreme perils of poverty, they may first positively 
interpret Jesus’ assertion that “for you always have the poor with you” (Matthew 26:11 ESV). 
This statement is negative, but should follow Jesus’ teachings on the poor and how he 
advocated for their welfare. Secondly, they should find out the causes and nature of 
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poverty in order to come out with comprehensive and lasting solutions. Since there are 
various understanding of the nature of poverty, then the perspectives may also vary in 
response. 

The paper will also focus on the Church’s historical proponents on how poverty was 
viewed and their response to it. A biblical perspective is the core for the findings about 
the issue of poverty as a peril to many communities. Theologians on the other hand will 
be essential in the understanding of how poverty should be addressed to reduce its 
courses to the populace. On the other hand the findings will be recollected for proper 
applications and making a strong and lasting solution.  

Definition of Key Terms 

i. Christian: According to Webster Dictionary, the term Christian is defined as “a person 
professing belief in Jesus as the Christ, or in the religion based on the teachings of Jesus” (Webster’s 
New World Dictionary of the American Language, 1966: 259-260).  

ii. Response: The word response in the Webster’s Dictionary is defined “as something 
said or done in answer to the something else” (ibid: 1240). 

iii. Poverty: The term poverty is defined as “the condition or quality of being poor or 
indigent” (ibid: 1144). It also adds that it is a “deficiency in necessary properties or 
desirable qualities, or in a specific quality” (ibid). 

iv. Church: The term Church is defined as “the ecclesiastical government of a 
particular religious group, or its power, as opposed to secular government” (ibid: 262). 

The Concept of Poverty 

The concept of poverty may vary from time to time and from one geographical area to 
the other. Poverty is complex to define and it also poses a challenge in the 
measurement of its status. Both the Old and the New Testaments have different 
etymological understanding of the term poverty. On the same note, the secular 
perspective also varies as per jurisdiction of its effectiveness. In this case, poverty can 
be understood as either absolute or relative:  

a. Absolute Poverty: The word absolute may be understood as something being 
independent of its own, without any comparisons. However, Kunhiyop (2008) defines 
the word ‘absolute’ as “the inability to afford a minimum standard of living”. 

b. Relative Poverty is the relationship between the poor as compared to others in a 
given community in matters of resources and income. Peter Town Ford in Kunhiyop’s 
book African Christian Ethics defines ‘relative poverty’ as “the absence of inadequacy of those 
diets, amenities, living standards, services and activities which are common customaries in society” 
(Kunhiyop, 2008). 
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The Causes of Poverty 

The causes of poverty may vary from community to community. For example, the 
World Book Encyclopedia (1992: 728) mentions the first one as “the inability of certain 
people to get or hold steady, well-paying jobs. Many of these lack the education, skills, or talent needed 
for such jobs, other people are too old or sick to work”. Many times people lack the ability to 
acquire good jobs. For example, education is the key to employment, skills are part of 
the training that can make one to be self-employed or be employed by other people or 
companies. On the same note, it is related to physical weakness in which Myers (2006: 
67) observes that “the household members are weak. They lack strength because of poor health and 
inadequate nutrition. Many in the household are women, the very young, and the very old”. It is also 
noted that “the economic forces and changes in labor requirements also causes poverty” (World 
Book Encyclopedia, 1992: 728). When the economy rises, the value of money goes 
down and this may cause the inflation to affect both workers and the common man. 
On the side of the workers, they may loose their jobs due to lack of enough money for 
their payments. While with the common man the prices may go up or the supply of 
goods may become scarcity as a result people misses to have adequate food.  

On the one hand, technology is sufficient in making the work easier and faster in its 
accomplishment. But on the other hand, “advances in technology may cause unemployment and 
poverty among workers whose jobs are taken over by machines” (Myers, 2006: 67). For example, 
the use of combine harvesters in farms of wheat and maize in Kenya caused many 
people to loose their jobs. When factories close down many people becomes 
unemployed. As a result poverty dominates because there would be no enough money 
in circulation. For example, when the Pan Paper Factory in Western Kenya closed 
down, approximately 2000 people lost their jobs. 

Social forces have been noted as a cause of poverty. For instance, “certain employers 
purposely try to avoid hiring blacks and other members of minority groups” (World Book 
Encyclopedia, 1992: 728). It is a case also in the Kenyan system in certain counties 
where inflation in economy has caused unemployment to many people. When such 
situations take place, poverty dominates in many people’s lives and thus hunger and 
other related effects like diseases spreads. Myers has observed that “the household lacks the 
ability and the knowledge to influence the life around it and the social systems in which it lives” 
(Myers, 2006: 67). If any government may take less control in social relationships the 
minority groups may remain poor for many years. The above causes of poverty were in 
line with the perspectives of World Encyclopedia’s definition of poverty as “the lack of 
enough income and resources to live adequately by community standards” (World Book 
Encyclopedia, 1992: 727). Since these causes vary from place to place and from county 
to country, it is difficult to come up with the proper measuring standards of control. 
The world Book Encyclopedia has suggested three major measures for eliminating 
poverty, firstly, “measures to improve job opportunities, secondly, education programs, and thirdly, 
social welfare programs” (World Book Encyclopedia, 1992: 728). 
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Biblical Causes of Poverty 

The major biblical causes of poverty are related to the rebellion of man against God. 
Sin becomes the cause of poverty among the first parents of humanity, Adam and Eve. 
From the consequences of the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, man therefore faces 
the challenge of survival and suffering. In Genesis 3:18-19, God pronounces a curse to 
the land and humanity as a whole, “it will produce thorns and thistles for you and you will eat the 
plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since 
from it you were taken, for dust you are and to dust you will return” (Genesis 3:18-19. NIV). As a 
result of this, poverty is seen as spiritual and material. Man is alienated from God and 
begins a wondering life. This has affected the entire human race in the world. God in 
his mercy, provided for Adam and Eve laws to govern them. The book of Exodus 23:2, 
6,7 NIV records: 

When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not prevent justice, by siding with the crowd (verse 
6). Do not deny justice to your poor people in their lawsuits. When you give testimony in a 
lawsuit, do not pervert justice by siding with the crowd (verse 7). Have nothing to do with a 
false charge and do not put an innocent or honest person to death, for I will acquit the guilty. 

 
As time went by, man could not withhold the laws and therefore corruption entered 
among the kings and other leaders. Poverty in this state affected man and therefore he 
continued to suffer without any remedy. 

 

a. Holy Poverty 

The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought describes Holy Poverty as that “which 
renounces material wealth, frees people to serve others and keeps them close to and reliant on God” 
(Hastings, 2000: 552). The Holy Poverty was more of serving God in the spiritual 
without having the material wealthy. So whosoever focuses on the material things fells 
into poverty. The disciples of Jesus Christ decided to leave everything and followed 
Jesus. The Bible records, “and when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and 
followed him” (Luke 5:11 ESV). Jesus had encouraged his disciples to sell everything in 
acceptance of serving God without the involvement of the material things. In the 
gospel of Matthew 19:21, “if you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, 
and you will have ‘treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Matthew 19:21, ESV). It was a 
warning against acquiring of riches and the pursuit of wealthy without considering the 
poor. 

This Holy Poverty was in the minds of the early church fathers that strongly rejected 
the practice of material wealth. Material wealth was a destructive towards knowing God 
the Maker and Provider of every human need. Cyprian of Cathege had to say that: 

The property of the wealthy holds them in chains… which shackle their courage and choke their faith and 
hamper their judgment and throttle their souls. They think of themselves as owners, whereas it is they 
rather who are owned: enslaved as they are to their own property, they are not the masters of their money 
but its slaves (Kangas, 2012; retrieved online on 28th June 2020). 
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b. Laziness/Lack of Intelligence 

Laziness and lack of intelligence were the causes of poverty in the Old and New 
Testament understanding. It is an idea that “the poor have only themselves to blame […]” 
(Hastings, 2000: 552). Therefore, poverty comes as a result of God’s punishment to 
those who lack the ability to think and find food. Job’s poverty, as he lost everything, 
was termed by his friends as a punishment from God. It is written in Job 4:7-9, that 
“who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were the upright cut off?... By the breath of God they 
perish, and by the blast of his anger they are consumed” (Job 4:7-9, ESV). On the same note, 
Jesus, according to the gospel of Matthew 25:28, castigated those who did not put their 
initiatives in the use of talents to produce profit. Jesus said to one of them, “so take the 
talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents” (Matthew 25:28, ESV). 

The lack of intelligence is one of the causes of poverty. Myers (2006: 84), asserts that 
“poverty is caused in part by lack of knowledge and technical information”. The mental aspect of 
man is important in the fact that he/or she should be knowledgeable on matters of 
spiritual and physical wealth. Those who involve themselves in drugs and alcohol may 
increase the inability of the mind and the spirit to think and act as God made it. The 
Bible is also clear as it mentions in the book of Hosea 4:6 (ESV) that “my people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge”. Knowledge as a process could cause some people to 
acquire it adequately and understand quickly while others would be slower. Therefore, 
Clement of Rome (1st Century) understood it as the strong taking the initiative towards 
the weak: 

Let the strong take care of the weak; let the weak respect the strong. Let the rich man minister to the 
poor man; let the poor man give thanks to God that he gave him one through whom his need might be 
satisfied (Kangas, 2012; retrieved online on 28th June 2020). 

 
c. Injustice 

Injustice done by the rich to the poor is against God’s laws. God instructed Prophet 
Amos to proclaim the prophetic message to the corrupt and unjust Kings and Judges 
who exploited the poor by not giving them their rights of pay after working for them. 
In Amos 4:1 ESV: “who oppress the poor, who crush the needy”. Injustice done by the rich on 
the poor is one of the causes of poverty among the community. This implies the 
imbalance of life in economic and social life to the people. It may also mean 
exploitation of the poor by the power of wealth to manipulate the poor to worship the 
rich in honouring them as their providers. God in his words of Proverbs 14:31 ESV 
proclaimed to the community that “whoever oppresses a poor man insults his maker, but he who 
is generous to the needy honors him”. Generosity is the key to fulfilling the command of God 
towards the rich and the poor. It is warning towards the rich to disburse and share their 
wealth to the needy by fulfilling the law of God. Failure to do, Irenaeus commended 
that: 

Instead of the tithes which the law commanded, the Lord said to divide everything we have with the poor. 
And he said to love not only our neighbors but also our enemies, and to be givers and sharers not only 
with the good but also to be liberal givers toward those who take away our possessions (Kangas, 2012; 
retrieved online on 28th June 2020). 
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The Practical Response to Poverty  

Practically, the existence of poverty has its meaning in a broad spectrum of 
understanding. The church has been given the spiritual and material responsibilities to 
liberate the deprivation of the human condition of spiritual and physical poverty. For 
this case, the following are the practical approaches towards the eradication of spiritual 
and material poverty: 

 

a. Be Salt and Light of the World 

The use of salt and light is metaphorically described by Jesus Christ in the gospel of 
Matthew 5:13-14 ESV, that “you are the salt of the earth; you are the light of the world”. This 
meant that Christians should preserve the truth and teach the world the knowledge of 
how humanity should come out of the sin that has entangled it into both spiritual and 
material poverty. The late Tokunboh Adeyemo (2006: 14) asserts in “Is Africa Cursed?” 
that “as salt is used to arrest the process of decay and add taste to the insipid, and as light dispels 
darkness and reveals the hidden things, so also are Christians expected to be in society”. If Christians 
should accept Christ’s call as salt and light of the world, all humanity would be freed 
from poverty. In the words of Kunhiyop (2008: 154), “if the church in Africa were to 
covenant before God and before each other to be uncompromisingly honest, to defend the poor, and to do 
all it can within its power to better their lives, it would indeed be a source of good news to the poor”. 

 

b. Practicing the Golden Rule 

The practice of the Golden Rule is to those who understand the law of God loving of 
the neighbor and instilling peace to each other. Tokunboh (2006: 114) commented that 
“the Golden Rule implies patriotism, or love, for your nation”. Love as an attribute of God 
should be practical within the rich and the poor as a fulfillment of God’s law of the 
neighbor. This is the commitment of Christians to non-Christians to put into practice a 
brotherly love, by sharing and supporting the poor in their state of want. 

 

c. Positive Attitude towards Work 

The term ‘work’ appears in the Bible in the second chapter of Genesis (2:2 ESV) when 
God finished his creation (“By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so 
on the seventh day he rested from all his work”). This is the finishing purpose, as we work; we 
are finishing what God has already accomplished. The Bible indicates a positive focus 
towards work. Genesis 1 and 2 describe the type of work God demands from man. 
Shaw (2014: 61) asks “why do people work?”, explaining that, “one of the primary longings of 
emerging adults is for great work. They may insist that they work simply to make money, but in their 
hearts they want work that satisfies their soul and makes the world a better place”. The Protestant 
view of work has helped us understand work as being holistic in nature. In this sense, a 
holistic type of work has been introduced to satisfy the rational, the spiritual and the 
physical parts of man.  



The Christian response to poverty: implications for the 21st century church  56 

Those who practice this holistic understanding of work often fulfill God’s mission. 
Tokunboh (2006: 117) asserts that “the Bible is serious about the importance of work”. The 
church has to make serious practicum on what apostle Paul admonished in 
Thessalonians 3:10-11 ESV: “if anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat; for we hear that 
some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies”. Here, work becomes a 
necessity towards accomplishing God’s desires and for man to acquire food. 

 
d. Raising Godly Families 

Raising Christian families is a model of God’s mission in this world beginning from 
Adam and Eve. The family unit has been affected from both spiritual and material 
decadence. Tokunboh (2006: 118) denotes that “such foreign perversions as homosexual and 
lesbian relationships are contributing to moral decadence and collapse of family units in our societies”. 
The household has the responsibility of preserving God’s creation by working together 
in unity (father, mother and children) as a replicated model of God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit working in Trinity. By behaving in this way, no poverty 
should exist within the family.  

The Bible affirms family unit in training: “train up a child in the way he should go; even when 
he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6 ESV). A godly family that follows what is 
expected of them lives a well balanced life. It is what Tokunboh (2006: 119) calls “a 
regular consistent family altar backed by a live of prayer, of holiness, of charity and of hard work is an 
investment that guarantees impressive dividends”. 

 

e. Presenting the Whole Gospel 

Presenting the whole Gospel means that the spiritual, physical and mental needs of 
man have to be acquired. This is a holistic approach towards the eradication of poverty. 
Kunhiyop (2008: 158) says that “we are not only to people and to convert them, but are also to 
teach them how to live in a way that pleases God”. 

Application  

It is important for Christians to defend the view that both material and spiritual wealth 
can coexist with godliness. Blomberg and Carson (1999) have illustrated five points in 
support of both material and spiritual possessions as in line with God’s work. The first 
one is that, “material possessions are a good gift from God meant for his people to enjoy” 
(Blomberg, Carson, 1999: 243). It is evident that when God created the heavens and 
earth he eventually said that it is good. Nothing is wrong with material possessions. The 
second point mentioned is that “material possessions are simultaneously one of the primary means 
of turning human hearts away from God” (ibid: 244). Beginning from Adam and Eve had 
coveted against the forbidden and attractive fruit in the Garden of Eden. Hostility and 
exploitation of the poor begins with much desire for material possessions. The idea is 
explicitly addressed by the pastoral writer Timothy (I) 6:10 ESV, who says “for the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evils”. Once more Paul encouraged Timothy not to appoint 
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any person who loved the money. In I Timothy 3:3 ESV, he says “not a lover of money” 
should be involved in leadership capacities. 

The heart of generosity is important in the service of God. Giving of tithes was 
encouraged both in the Old and New Testaments, at least to support the poor, widows, 
orphans and other social categories exposed to the risk of poverty. Blomberg and 
Carson (1999: 245) claim that “one of the most frequent refrains of Torah, Psalms and Prophets is 
God’s concern for the widow, fatherless, alien and poor”. This calls for transformation and 
stewardship among the ministers of God in the achievements of God’s concern for his 
people. This however contributes to the third point, “a necessary sign of a life in the process of 
being redeemed is that of transformation in the area of stewardship” (ibid: 244). 

The fourth point towards the skewed process of defending poverty depends upon the 
area affected. Blomberg and Carson (1999: 245) argue that “there are certain extremes of 
wealth and poverty which are in and of themselves intolerable”. People or a certain community 
may be rich or poor depending on the economic setup that might affect them. 
Therefore, this may call in any material support to enhance the wellbeing of the people.  

No single church can prosper spiritually without the material support. In their fifth 
point, Blomberg and Carson (1999: 246) note that “the Bible’s teaching about material 
possessions is inextricably intertwined with more spiritual matters”. If the church works on the 
one part, then the other part will be left incomplete which may mean poverty is half 
way solved. Balancing the two is important as a good steward of God’s property. The 
gospel can be well spread with good contributions of funds out of which church 
workers are to be paid, or costs of travel and other socio-economic needs covered. The 
office of evangelism cannot work well without having good offertory and tithes in the 
church. There is need to have godly people who may be contended with the little or 
much wealth. 

Conclusion 

It is fundamentally important to note that eradication of poverty begins with the 
transformation of the sinful humanity. When man is redeemed from the prison of sin 
then the socio-economic life of man becomes manageable under God’s control. 
Stewardship takes lead in both material and spiritual possessions. The church should try 
to gain the material and spiritual possessions because they are good from the beginning 
of creation of man. In the third letter of John 2 ESV it is stated that “beloved, I pray that 
all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul”. 
Generosity and compassionate heart is a means of poverty reduction in cases of either 
in surplus or little possessions. Supporting the needy is indispensable because of the 
intolerable circumstances.  

Churches that believe in the holistic ministry should enlarge their work to become 
global. Blomberg and Carson (1999: 247) are clear as they mention that “if holistic 
salvation represents the ultimate good God wants all to receive, then our charitable giving should be 
directed to individuals, churches or organizations that minister holistically, caring for people’s bodies as 
well as their spiritual circumstances”. It is a call to the church to have a holistic Christian 
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who can carry out the work of God in a faithful manner to achieve the spiritual and 
physical needs of man.  
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Abstract: In the current context of the COVID-19 Pandemic and Globalization, the 
emphasis of Romanian migration in Western countries (particularly in this article in UK, 
Germany, and Austria) has become a phenomenon with multiple challenges and dilemmas on 
different levels and dimensions. Thus, the special attention from the state authorities on these 
issues is not just a short-term task, requiring a complex collaboration between the political 
government, the medical system, and specialized researchers. Both state institutions can establish 
medium and long-term interests regarding the effort to strengthen the Romanian state's relations 
with citizens abroad, negotiate inter-community solutions, guide public policies to support the 
insertion on the labour market, etc., a complex set of analysis and solutions with a 
multidisciplinary scientific contribution. In the conditions of intensifying the flows of Romanian 
immigrants, the risks of losing an important national productive and creative segment also 
increase. Local human resources management is a strict subject of internal management and 
abroad human resources management, this being a subject of Community legislation, diplomatic 
communication and policies of inclusion, integration, and insertion in the labour market. The 
long-term goal is to strengthen the sense of ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and religious identity and 
security of Romanians abroad, consolidating the Romanian cultural heritage. 
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1. Romanian emigration in a European context during 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

In the midst of a medical crisis, the number of Romanian immigrants has slightly 

declined in 2020. The year 2020 has also been a difficult one for Romania, 
particularly medically and economically. Throughout this period, the 
number of Romanian immigrants decreased substantially over a period 
determined by the multiple problems caused by the global health crisis. 
According to the National Statistical Institute, as of January 1, 2020, „the resident 
population was 19,318,000, a reduction of 96,500 compared to January 1, 2019. The main cause of 
this decline is the negative natural increase (number of deaths surpassing the number of live births by 
73,630 persons). The balance of long-term temporary international migration was negative (- 30,591 
people). On January 1, 2020, the population living in the urban area was 10,449 thousand, down 
0.1% from January 1, 2019” (NIS, 2020). 

Romanian communities around the world are characterized by a weak cohesion and 
vulnerability against the factors of erosion of their identity belonging to the motherland, 
evolving towards a set of perceptions weakly correlated with cultural heritage. At their 
level, there isa number of common features: 

a) the lack of a sufficiently consolidated associative framework to offer a unitary and 
efficient presentation of its members in their relationship with the authorities of the 
countries they reside and even in their dialogue with the Romanian State; 

b) the lack of institutional culture necessary for procedural and organizational 
articulation, essential points for a better effectiveness of one's actions;  

c) lack of internal democratic experience that decreases the chance to support leaders / 
authentic representatives of diaspora communities; 

d) the non-involvement of the elites inside the Romanian communities abroad and their 
minimal relationship with the professional networks in the country; 

e) the lack of vision of the Romanian communities, together with problems of image 
distortion compared to the public opinion in the country of residence; 

f) the problems of Romanian communities abroad are, generally speaking, peculiar. 

Emigration shaped up from successive waves of Romanians having different reasons, 
depending on the historical and social moments when they left, the phenomenon of 
migration meeting variable dimensions (eds. Zamfir and Cace, 2020). In this regard, 
there are important differences between Romanian communities, depending on their 
attitude and relationship to: representatives of Romanian public authorities (including 
citizenship reports), religious authorities, Romanian cultural heritage (including 
Romanian language) and professional groups in Romania. In short, after giving up the 
rigorous control of the emigration process, difficult and subjective characteristic of the 
former communist regime, Romania faced a massive process of emigration without 
precedent. The main feature was the transition from emigration for ethnic reasons (the 
example of ethnic Germans and Jews) to a massive emigration of the majority ethnic 
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groups, for economic reasons, as a dominant circulatory type. This is often 
characterized by the sum of confusing, sometimes abusive procedures over a period of 
political change (legal entries followed by illegal jobs, illegal entries followed by 
compliance with legal support in those countries). There have also been changes in the 
migration mechanisms in Romania, changes focused on the following directions: 

a. the evolutionary change by years of the share of the number of emigrants, changing 
also the reasons for emigration;  

b. the specialized legislation on the migratory phenomenon is found in three main 
categories of laws: laws on migration, laws for the labour force and laws for the 
attestation of diplomas and qualifications.   

In recent years, major progress has been made in amending existing legislation and 
adopting new regulatory documents compatible with the community “acquis”. During 
the completion of the legal-institutional environment in accordance with the 
requirements of the European Union, Romania creates its own migration policy. 
Moreover, the Romanian treaty of accession to the European Union has a series of 
regulations regarding the transition period introduced at the will of a member state 
from the European family. The suggestion to control the migratory phenomenon by 
establishing transitional periods aims to determine the increase of uncertainty regarding 
the migratory flow and the decrease of the pressures created by migration, establishing 
a balanced structure of the qualification of the labour force. After 1990, an institutional 
environment was created in Romania, with the aim of presenting activities related to the 
preservation and sustentation of the cultural, religious, ethnic and linguistic identity of 
all Romanians everywhere. Once the migratory conditions were diversified, the 
Romanian institutions created specific mechanisms for keeping the various aspects of 
migration in order. The Department for Romanian Relations from all over the world 
was created in the departmental area of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which has now 
been transferred to the Government, as the main instrument of the state to support 
communities abroad, Romanian values and identity. 

Also, in accordance with the regulations of Government Decision no. 162 of 1998 and 
later by Law no. 150 of 1998 - on support for Romanian communities around the 
world, the Eudoxiu Hurmuzachi Institute was created for Romanians everywhere. 

There are also other institutions with responsibilities and competences in the field: for 
the administration of bilateral agreements signed by Romania in the field of labour 
movement, the Office for Labour Migration was created within the Ministry of 
Education, Research and Innovation, which has the task of grants scholarships and 
diplomas, respectively professional qualifications for Romanian representatives abroad; 
the structure and competencies of the Romanian.  

Language Institute have been strengthened, and the Ministry of Cults and Culture 
administers funds meant to support the Romanian cultural and religious heritage 
abroad (Dumitru, 2010). Through the specialized institutions for diplomatic missions 
and consular offices, as well as the strengthening of relations with the competent 
authorities of the host countries, a proper monitoring of the real situation of Romanian 
communities and Romanian citizens abroad, in order to preserve the rights, was carried 
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out in the name of the Constitution and in the spirit of the European Treaties, which 
ensure equal and non-discriminatory treatment with all European Community states for 
any European citizen. In the short and medium term, the Romanian language enjoys 
the same rights with the other languages spoken within the EU (Spain, Italy, Great 
Britain, Ireland, Germany, France, etc.) or with the languages spoken outside Europe 
(of interest to the USA, Canada, and Israel).  

The new European status that Romania received in 2007 has a special impact on the 
dynamics of the neighbouring Romanian communities: Romania has become an 
increasingly attractive destination for many compatriots from the Balkans and 
neighbouring countries, countries outside the EU, which contributes to the decrease of 
Romanian minority groups in these areas and implicitly to the evolution of Romanian 
communities through the emigration of these categories of Romanians to EU member 
states. Emigration, especially in Western European countries, will remain a solid social 
phenomenon and Romania will be a source of sustenance for this type of migration, 
with a special appeal for highly educated human resources. Therefore, in the coming 
years, an increase of the Romanian communities abroad is foreseen, such as their 
consolidation, being more necessary every day as an underlining of the Romanian civil 
society in the international environment. If the number of this type of migration and 
the risk included by the loss of an important national productive and creative segment 
increases, as seen in recent years, the potential of these communities should be 
exploited in a higher way economically, politically, socially, and culturally for Romania, 
benefits pursued by the involvement of the Romanian emigrant elites. Promising from 
this point of view, for prompting professional networks that have specialists abroad 
and personalities or institutions from inside the country, becomes a “sine-qua non” 
condition for promoting the national goal, the Romanian cultural and scientific 
heritage.  

There is a need for an increasingly active involvement of specialized institutions in the 
organization of migration and those arising from this globalized phenomenon, some of 
which are already mandatory, especially in European areas, on topics such as: 

a) high level of crime in host countries;  

b) insufficient integration of migrants into host societies;  

c) the emphasis on the labour shortage in some economic sectors in Romania;  

d) mobility of highly educated human resources, which calls for urgent solutions to 
increase brain drain through repatriation policies, providing conditions of 
employment at European standards;  

e) changing the demographic and cultural structure of Romanian communities abroad;  

f) the observance of the cultural rights of the citizens of Romanian origin by the 
authorities of the host countries;  

g) proper coordination of the image of the Romanian communities in the countries of 
residence with direct implications on the bilateral reports;  
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h) encouraging lobbying actions with the participation of Romanian elites abroad and 
the corresponding associative environment. (Down H. et al., 2011, p.5-6) 

Considering the constitutional and moral obligation of the Romanian state in 
promoting the relationship with Romanians everywhere, the fundamental objective is to 
promote good cooperation relations, as well as partnerships with Romanian institutions 
whose activity could help Romanians abroad. 

2. The case of the Romanians in UK 

Lifting labour market restrictions in the UK remains a goal for the future. Numerous 
negative articles have appeared in London newspapers in recent years regarding the 
criminality of Romanians in England. The right question is: what does the freedom to 
work in the UK have to do with catching criminals? And why are British conservatives 
making deals with the anti-immigrant party Ukip on this issue? Probably British 
politicians have fallen into the cheap trap of prejudices according to which Romanian 
immigrants are prone to have the crime gene to a greater extent than all other nations. 
In England, the idea of restricting the access of Romanian immigrants to medical care, 
social benefits and jobs was grounded. As proof, insulting notes appeared at the 
entrance to some London stores where it was written that: "Romanian access is forbidden". 

Another important issue is the status of Romanian workers after Brexit. In 2019, over 
140,000 Romanians living and working in the UK applied for help from the European 
Granting System to be able to stay in the UK, even after Brexit. Over 410,000 
Romanians have been living in the UK since 2017, becoming the second largest 
community of migrants in the EU, after Poles, according to official data. In their first 
meeting, the British ambassador Andrew Noble and the Romanian foreign minister, 
Ramona Mănescu, congratulated the over 140,000 Romanians in Great Britain who 
requested the European settlement scheme and encouraged the rest of the Romanians 
in Great Britain to request this help, through which their rights are guaranteed. These 
advantages were enjoyed, in particular, by Romanian students, including those whose 
university courses started in January 2020. 

According to this agreement, Romanians who were in the UK before October 31, 2019 
applied for the established status, given that they lived in the UK for more than five 
years, or pre-settled status, if they lived in the UK less than five years. Applications can 
be submitted until 31st of December 2020. Those who obtain the established status can 
then live and work in the UK for as long as they want, bring their families, and apply 
for British citizenship (minimum 12 months after obtaining the status).  

All EU citizens with a pre-established status in the UK can stay, work and study in the 
country, using the National Health System, apply for state pensions and have the right 
to rent a house. To date, around 1 million of the almost 4 million EU residents living in 
the UK have chosen to remain under this system.  

EU citizens arriving in the UK after 31st of October 2019 will not be able to apply for 
this scheme, in accordance with current regulations. According to Euronews however, 
the British government intends to grant to all EU residents who enter the UK between 
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the scheduled date for Brexit (without considering the Covid-19 medical crisis), 31 
October 2019 and the end of 2020, a right of residence for three years.  

In 2020, in the midst of a pandemic period, Romanians in the UK retained their third 
place as the largest community after the Irish and Indians, but they are also the most 
vulnerable group at risk of poverty. Brexit and Covid19 have not reduced the number 
of Romanians, according to Professor David Coleman, a demography specialist who 
advocates for Eastern Europeans in Britain. Many of them have jobs in the living area, 
working on supermarket shelves or for the elderly in nursing homes, asylums, hotel 
rooms, restaurants, etc.; however, there is a fear that social and economic isolation 
implies discomfort among most Romanian workers. Most EU citizens are not well 
informed about Brexit, and Romanians make no exception. The language barrier, the 
fact that most Romanian citizens do not get information directly from the British press, 
makes them somehow, quite vulnerable. Within the Romanian community, it was 
observed that many Romanians consider that the establishment process would be a 
simple and automatic process, as long as they will pay taxes, being citizens who respect 
the law. A closer look at the Romanians interviewed by The Guardian reveals that they 
arrived in Great Britain to improve their material life. A large number of parents tell 
heart-breaking stories about left behind children in the care of their grandparents to 
ensure a better life for them. 

3. The case of the Romanians in Germany 

Sometimes, several German officials complain about Romanians because they use their 
social assistance system selfishly and inefficiently. Here is a discriminatory statement: 
"Romanians and Bulgarians are raiding our countries to abuse welfare systems, stealing jobs, probably 
our cars and wallets," concluded Ernst Peter, a German journalist at Die Zeit. "No German 
or British politician will say it so responsibly, but that is the point," he said in his June 2, 2018 
article. 

In Germany, the term "welfare tourism" has emerged among Bavarian conservatives. 
Bavaria is a battleground for regional and federal elections, and Romanian immigration 
has become an election campaign theme for German conservatives in the CSU. A large 
part of the Bavarian politicians plead against Romania's entry into the Schengen area. 
“Those who come to work are welcome, but we must not accept that people come here only for social 
benefits,” is the argument mentioned by a journalist from Die Zeit. Indirectly it 
particularly refers to Roma - Romanians, who are entitled to about 200 euros per child 
each month; they usually have more than 5 children per family.   

Since hundreds of thousands of ethnic Roma have Romanian passports, the term 
"Romanian" is often used as a euphemism for the racist term "gypsy". In Britain and 
Germany there is no mass invasion as has happened in countries like Italy or Spain.  

Pensions are the main form of protection of citizens by state social insurance. In an 
attempt to identify the possible causes of the significant differences that exist today 
between the amounts of pension obtained for the age limit of a Romanian pensioner 
who worked in Germany, I will make a comparison between the main sources on the 
establishment of state social security regarding the state contribution of employees and 
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employers, more precisely by the way in which a pension is granted and the way in 
which the public pension is calculated (Pillar I).  

Romanians who worked in Germany and reached retirement age is regarded in the 
home country as an ideal scenario for many of Germany's foreign residents, whose 
numbers are rising. In 2019, approximately 5.2 million non-Germans (without 
citizenship) paid into the country's social security system. That is 330,000 more than in 
the previous year. Those managing the German public pension fund estimate that the 
number of foreign taxpayers will increase again this year. The eurozone crisis is an 
additional reason why Romanian workers have left for Germany. In 2019, the German 
Federal Statistical Office registered an influx of 800,000 thousand people in Germany, 
most of them refugees. During the outbreak of the COVID19 pandemic, more 
precisely after May 2020, the inflow process decreased a lot, sporadically restarting with 
the seasonal period.  

Romanian employees of German companies contributed to the social security system. 
Currently, they have paid 18.9% of income in the pension system, with an additional 
2.05 per cent compared to 2018, and will enter a fund for extended disability care 
insurance. German employers pay half of these contributions. During a working life, 
the money paid in these systems is added. However, not all foreign employees benefit 
equally from what they have contributed. For German economist Reinhold Schnabel of 
the University of Duisburg, “the most important distinction must be made between foreign workers 
in the EU and elsewhere.” This is partly due to the fact that in the EU, citizens of all 
Member States must be treated equally. Romanian workers, for example, should not be 
at a disadvantage compared to their German counterparts, who have the same rights. 
Every EU citizen has the right to receive a pension from Germany, provided they pay 
in that scheme for at least five years. All Romanians who have contributed to the 
German pension system for less than five years do not enjoy the same rights as longer-
term taxpayers. This does not mean that their money is lost. The money they paid can 
be added to the pensions they get from their countries of origin, which means that 
pensioners can live on payments made in the systems of several countries. For the lump 
sum option, Romanian workers who were obliged to pay pensions but remained in 
Germany for less than five years also have the option to pay their contributions in a 
lump sum, instead of adding to the benefits of monthly pension drawn elsewhere. This 
option is only available after taxpayers have reached the age of pension eligibility. 
Extended care insurance usually becomes relevant for the elderly. When people retire 
or have German pension rights added to home benefits, employers' contributions are 
included. 

Immigrants from outside the EU may face disadvantages when it comes to the pension 
system, as they are not governed by the European Union's uniform policy in this 
regard. Employees in Germany are also required to pay in the long-term disability 
insurance program, which helps cover costs for those in need of extended care services. 
The same goes for Romanian workers, the system costs them about 1 per cent of their 
income, especially for cases where the elderly need help to pay for asylum. These 
payments help too few financially retired foreign workers who want to return home.  
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As a result, Romanian immigrants who eventually leave Germany often lose the money 
they paid for extended care insurance. Upon returning home, they are subject to the 
laws governing their home nations. When someone from Romania comes to work in 
Germany for a few years, and then returns home, the regulations apply in their home 
country. There is no payment available, as there is with pensions. Also, the existing 
agreements on pensions in Germany and non-EU countries do not contain provisions 
for the recovery of extended care insurance payments. As members of the European 
Union, Romania and Germany have, at least officially in the case of Romania, an active 
social policy. For both countries, the term "welfare state" is used as a guarantee given 
by their fundamental laws; the welfare state is obliged to take measures for economic 
development and social protection, ensuring citizens a decent living. The right to 
receive a pension is enshrined in all European countries as a fundamental citizen's right. 
However, while in Germany the average social pension significantly exceeds, in some 
cases, the amount of 500 euros, in Romania the average social pension was, in July 
2019, around 250 euros. At such an average net pension level, we cannot bring the 
ensuring of a decent living for Romanian retirees in discussion. Regarding the level of 
annual expenditures for public pensions, Romania registered in December 2018, 4,872 
million social pensioners, of which over 3 million were retirees (with full or incomplete 
stage), the annual expenditures for pensions representing 7.3% of GDP, while in 
Germany - a country with a population four times larger than the population of 
Romania - the total number of pensioners was about 24.6 million, public pension 
spending accounting for about 11.5% 7 of GDP.  

4. The case of the Romanians in Austria 

In 2017, there were over 36,000 Romanians in Vienna, and in all of Austria there are 
over 123,461 Romanians.1 The closure of the borders, the suspicion of the spread of 
the pandemic also affected the lives of immigrants. Not long ago, Romanian seasonal 
workers waited to board planes to Austria, Germany, Italy, Spain, etc.  

For tens of thousands of seasonal workers (mostly from south-eastern Europe), the 
pandemic has become the most difficult time. Most Romanian workers faced an 
extremely difficult choice: to go to work in the host country, in the presence of major 
risks in the area of social assistance or to return to the country of origin without 
benefiting from a performing medical system. Many Romanians, who have taken 
advantage of their freedom of movement, are now trapped in a foreign country, with 
border closures, no repatriation flights, and if they have lost their jobs, their financial 
situation does not provide them with a safety net.  

Despite the strict quarantine conditions to protect public health in Romania and 
Bulgaria, tens of thousands of workers in both countries choose to stay in the west so 
as not to lose their jobs, especially on seasonal farms where wages are very low. In 
Germany, the government has dropped employment provisions to save the white 
asparagus crop; German food growers will not need social security contributions for 
migrants as long as they are refugees again in 115 days. 

                                                             
1 https://www.wien.gv.at/statistik/pdf/menschen2017.pdf 
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Meanwhile, Austria has defied the closure of the border by organizing charter flights 
from Romania and Bulgaria to bring in hundreds of workers and caregivers for the 
elderly. Several flights with over 200 people, mostly women, from Timisoara and Cluj 
arrived in Vienna. According to some of those who travelled, they did not have the 
opportunity to distance themselves socially during the trip, having their passports with 
them during the quarantine organized by the state. Once in Austria, the local media 
published several critical articles on the situation of Romanian workers.  

Approximately 40,000 Romanians already work as caregivers for the elderly in Austria, 
on two- and four-week shifts. Employment contracts are exempt from certain 
obligations and, as a result of the pandemic, they are exposed to major risks. Romania 
has banned domestic travel and much of its travel abroad, after the government 
declared a state of emergency on March 16. When the borders were closed, many 
caregivers were blocked - some in their patients' homes, others in Romania, where they 
have no income. Their employment arrangements require them to spend half a month 
in the patient's home in Austria, and half in Romania. Earning less than 11,000 euros a 
year - the threshold is mandatory to complete a tax return to the Austrian authorities.  

As EU citizens, many Romanians do not have national insurance numbers or bank 
accounts in Austria, so they do not qualify for help from the Austrian state or the 
Romanian state. “We feel abandoned by both states” said Marinel Dagadita, a caregiver and 
rights activist. Some Romanians in Austria wanted to return home to their children and 
had to pay expensive taxes to reach the border and then cross the border on foot. 

Misinformation, poor knowledge of the German language, Austrian law, power 
dynamics and typical isolation for care jobs have generated several problems for 
Romanian caregivers (especially women).  

If flights can be arranged for caregivers to go to work, why can't they also arrange 
flights back home? In conclusion, there is a need for better regulation of the sector and 
stronger employment contracts.  

There are some unresolved issues regarding certain rights of Romanian children living 
in the Republic of Austria. The Austrian allowance “die Familienbeihilfe” (family 
allowance) was regulated by the law “Familienlastenausgleichsgesetz” of 1967 (Law on 
compensation of family burdens), which provides that the parent of the child is entitled 
to receive the allowance, unlike the allowance in Romania, where the holder is the child 
(Law 61/1993, updated 2018, art. 3, paragraph 2). In Austria, the holder must be over 
18 years of age, have a job and have a non-working person in charge, for whatever 
reason. The guardian of the child, according to Austrian law, is obliged to live with him 
in order to receive the right for allowance. For these reasons, a different address of 
residence between the child and the guardian parent cancels his right to withdraw the 
allowance. The given situation forces the address on the child's documents to coincide 
with the documents of the guardian parent. In conclusion, a Romanian worker is 
obliged to have the same address in Austria, together with his child, to enjoy this right. 
If the same worker has his residence address in Austria, and his child is in the care of 
other persons (residing in Romania or in another country) then he will not receive the 
allowance. Naturally, the child allowance is established as a form of state protection 
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granted to all children up to the age of 18, without discrimination. In other EU 
Member States, the child allowance is granted regardless of their address, as well as for 
health insurance and care, provided that the holder of the right to the state allowance is 
the child directly. The same goes for situations where the child does not live with the 
parents.  

The Austrian case, from a human rights perspective, imposes a discriminatory 
restriction that prevents the children of Romanian workers in this country from 
enjoying a universal right. The law of residence of the holder brings, in conclusion, a 
problem that belongs to human rights, but also a problem that annuls the law of 
reciprocity. 

5. Conclusions. General solutions to the problems of 
Romanian emigration during a Pandemic 

Taking into account the complexity of the medical and socio-economic difficulties 
faced by Romanian emigrants, as well as the challenges of solving them, the amount of 
efforts and coordination of state institution’s actions as a way to solve them become 
imperative. On the other hand, in order to establish partnerships with the Romanian 
associative field abroad and with the state residence institutions, there is the possibility 
of a very precise analysis of the needs, resources and strategies. Here are some steps in 
this regard:  

a)  organizing the congress of Romanian associations abroad;  

b)  supporting the partnership between the Romanian communities and the public 
institutions in Romania with interest for the image of Romanians from abroad 
(cultural institutions, etc.);  

c)  achieving a close collaboration between the Romanian organizations from different 
European states in order to know, collaborate and support each other;  

d)  to support the creation of organizations and associations of Romanians in places of 
emigration in order to cohesive the community and its affirmation in the states of 
residence;  

e)  supporting organizations and associations of Romanian students abroad for studies 
and vocational education;  

f)  the evolution of the Romanian administrative capacity and associations, through the 
financial support of adequate headquarters, of the necessary human resources, of the 
logistics;  

g)  facilitating the transmission of good management practices in the evolution of 
projects designated to Romanians abroad by establishing partnerships between 
Romanian organizations and organizing changes in experience; 

i)  consolidation and inter-institutional cooperation to unite Romanians in the 
Diaspora;  
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j)  adapting and articulating the legislation around the objective of associating qualified 
Romanian migrants - in a balanced partnership - to the economic evolution of the 
country.  

h) integration of Romanians abroad and the recognition of specialists as “strategic potential ” of 
human resources, but also of social capital. 

Due to the increase of the Romanian labour traffic in the community space, we are 
witnessing a qualitative and quantitative increase of emigration (OCDE Report, 2019). 
Taking into account the labour crises in Romania and the brain drain, the programs to 
support the construction of professional networks are part of the activities of the 
Romanian authorities regarding the recovery of the Romanian scientific culture, as well 
as the highly skilled workforce (brain recovery phenomenon). Professional networks 
contribute to the accumulation of efforts to identify, apply and transmit good practices 
in various fields of activity, with beneficial effects, in terms of coordinating the actions 
of Romanians who are engaged in projects of mutual interest everywhere. The support 
of these networks can have beneficial effects on strengthening the cohesion of the 
Romanian communities abroad and their relations with the Romanians inside the 
country.  

Measures to be considered would consist of: 

a. mapping the networks of professional associations and students that already exist 
and creating a database as complex as possible to stimulate this type of initiative and 
provide the reproduction and pooling of resources through integrated 
communication platform on the Internet; 

b. supporting professional network projects, self-organization being one of the 
principles underlying professional communities;  

c. supporting and encouraging actions aimed at Romanian researchers and active 
universities involved in the international scientific scene;  

d. the organization in the first edition of the Forum of the Romanian associations 
from Italy / Germany / France / Spain / England, as workshops dedicated to some 
professional fields.  
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The link between the social work profession and children's rights emerged since the 
19th century and the social assistance has strongly influenced the movement for 
children's rights and the protection of children from abuse in the family or exploitation 
at work. But the awareness of children's rights and its expression in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child have important impact on social policy, 
institutions, and services for children, as they led to the establishment of new principles 
and values. Child protection services have therefore increased approaches appropriate 
to the new status of children in society, as persons with rights, and the social work has 
confronted the need to consider that in its practices and standards.  

The profession of social assistance has had a historic commitment to protecting 
children. The reverse is also true, children's rights have contributed to the structuring of 
social assistance as a profession, the authors of the book show.  

The purpose of this publication is to show influence of children’s rights upon social 
work and aims to emphasize the special role of social workers in promoting children's 
rights, and in implementing them in daily practice. 

The book is designed also as a textbook for students in the field, as at the end of each 
chapter, there is an exercise box, to help students/other readers to discuss and 
understand the ideas presented in the chapter. 

Chapter one talks about the concepts of human rights, ethics and values in social 
assistance and practice in social work. For instance, authors talk about the visibility of 
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social work in the global human rights movement (p. 6): “(1) the profession’s emphasis on 
social and economic rights, rather than on civil and political rights that command more public attention; 
(2) the focus on vulnerable and socially excluded groups and not on the rights of all populations; (3) 
social work has a preference for the case approach rather than macro issues, which are more related to 
human rights; (4) the strict observance of confidentiality impeding use of cases to serve the wider cause; 
(5) social workers usually pay more attention to human needs than to human rights; and (6) the lack 
of sustained global leadership on human rights by the organizations representing the profession.”, 
according to Healy (2008).  

The second chapter refers at children's rights: the discourse on children’s rights is relatively new, 
the authors show, even within the modern human rights discussion. Not long ago, it seemed absurd to 
talk about children’s rights; the concept of children’s rights gained widespread support only in the last 
few decades” (p. 9). The chapter presents a historical perspective over children rights: the 
pre-industrial period, the industrial period-19th century to the middle of the 20th 
century, mid-20th century to the present, treaties and international conventions on the 
rights of the child, typologies of children's rights. 

Chapter three refers to social assistance as referring to children's rights: a theory, and 
ethical vision, but also talks about history of social assistance to children, protection 
and insurance, the concept of ‘every child matters’, it talks about what happened in the late 
twentieth century to the present in the field. It also discusses why the child should be 
involved in welfare discussion.  

“During the 19th century, societal efforts on behalf of children and families focused on dependent and 
neglected children. The period from the last third of the 19th century to the outbreak of the First World 
War was characterized by the forming of many voluntary organizations and child rescue organizations 
working in parallel to cope with the abandoned, orphaned children of the urban working class or those 
with ‘unfit’ parents. Until the 19th century Western world the family was regarded as the responsibility 
of the parents, thus there was minimal intervention in the family. It was only toward the end of the 
19th century that laws across the Western world began to place the child’s welfare before the conduct 
and wishes of its parents”. (p.20).  

Therefore, public attitudes towards child abuse changed, with concern growing about 
the practices of neglectful families and the need to ensure that children were raised as 
responsible citizens. As the attitude of the society progressively changed, the services 
and legislation also suffered transformations towards rights, inclusiveness, post-modern 
values.   

Chapter 4 refers to children's rights and implications for practice, showing that the 
children’s right to participation is the core of the 20th century children’s rights 
movement. “There is growing recognition that children should participate in forming their lives in 
various aspect and contexts, including in recent years children’s participation in the decision processes 
regarding their care and welfare. There is now a wide range of literature on this issue, including 
practical guides” (p.35) 

Chapter 5 talks about implications for research of the mentioned subjects. The chapter 
shows that studies on children’s rights have focused on four main domains. “(1) The first 
is an evolving body of empirical research on the perception and attitudes of children and adults towards 
the concept of children’s rights. (2) A second domain is a focus on children’s participation rights. 
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Studies have examined children’s participation in the community, in civic society, and in the political 
arena. (3) Another body of studies, discussed above, is that examining children’s participation in child 
protection processes in the welfare system. These studies have examined social workers’ attitudes towards 
the idea of children’s rights, the scope and nature of children’s participation in the welfare system and 
the obstacles to children’s participation. (4) A fourth domain of implementation research is investigating 
how the rights recognized in the Convention have been realized in practice in the various areas of society. 
The Convention is viewed as a standard-setting instrument and has formed the basis of a vast amount 
of implementation research” (p.45-46) 

The topic is also relevant in the Romanian context of social assistance provision. A 
Report of the Organization ‘Salvati Copiii’ (published in 2019 and referring to 
children's rights) shows that one of the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child refers to the child's participation in activities and decisions concerning the 
children; in spite of all these, consulting, informing, involving in decision-making is still 
not a practice of public institutions in Romania, and there are no institutional tools 
required for this kind of involvement. In this context, the mentioned book can be a 
practical tool for Romanian practitioners in the field of social assistance and decision 
making. 
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